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“GROUND PLAN OF BRITAIN” . 


HE end of the 1940 Council’s second year of activity 

in the direction of promoting the Planning of 
Social Environment was marked by the publication of 
an unusual Memorandum on National Planning, sub- 
mitted to the Minister of Works and Buildings. 

Under the signature of its Chairman, Lord Balfour of 
Burleigh, the Council offers to the Minister a series of 
maps illustrative of the physical features and population 
trends which form component’ parts of the necessary 
survey on which a national plan will be based. In so 
doing, the Council have made generally available a 
“picture of Britain as an organic whole.” : 

In the light of growing opinion in favour of planning 
on a national scale, nothing could be more timely than 
the placing before us of these informative maps 
describing the ground plan of the stage on which the 
drama of our individual and national life has, in the 
main, to be resolved. 

Although initially a gift to a Minister of the Crown, 
“Ground Plan of Britain” is a gift, most opportune, 
to the increasing number of subjects of the Crown who 
are opening their eyes to the patent value of planning 
as a technical science, alone capable of finally dove- 
tailing the manifold social considerations and infinite 
possibilities of land utilisation into a structurally sound 
platform on which the country’s social and economic 
life can be carried to the best advantage. 

As the 1940 Councii's Memorandum indicates, there 
are certain very definite features of the ground plan 
which should be recognised as irrefutable governing 
factors of the national plan, which cannot rightly be 
ignored. These are most graphically presented on the 
maps which form the body of the Memorandum, 
intended, we are told, for the use of planning and 
reconstruction authorities and groups. 

So remarkable is the clarity of the information, eyen 
after a severe reduction in the scale of the original 

‘maps, 10 inches to a mile, working copies of which can 
‘be obtained from the Association for Planning and 
Regional Reconstruction, that it is easy to foresee their 
enjoyment and employment as well by the more detached 
person fumbling a way towards a better comprehension 
of what town and country planning strictly means. 
They will not fail to grasp from the data laid before 
them that the maps have been carefully selected so as 
to form a factual criterion for testing the feasibility and 
soundness of any proposed broad scheme of planning 
and reconstruction, starting with the inexorable fact 
that Britain is small and densely peopled. 

Anyone fortunate enough to come upon a copy of 
“Ground Plan of Britain” will look on the problem of 


planning the land use of the soil they knew as England, 
Scotland and Wales with new eyes as the facts before 
them are absorbed ; such facts, for example, as that 
climate is of concern to the planner inasmuch as the 
selection of sites for national parks, health resorts, 
sanatoria, should be hinged upon it, as also safeguard- 
ing against change of user of the land climatically 
favoured for agriculture. 

Then it seems that the coming of Spring varies as 
much as a month between the south-west and the 
Cheviot and Grampian hills. No one could fail to be 
fascinated by the fact that such contrasts are mapped 
by the average flowering dates of a selected group of 
plants, but it is to be hoped that now the truth is out 
a balanced scheme. for a more desirable redistribution 
of population will not be capsized by a kind of gold 
rush to the coastal areas lying between the Isle of Wight 
round Land’s End to Pembrokeshire. 


We need hardly be told by Map 3 to “Seek the sun 
and shun the fog,” but some Spartan spirits must, in 
the nation’s interests, hang on in London and south-west 
Lancashire ; south Yorkshire and the East Midlands 
and the Clyde entry, though Dartmoor can be left as 
one of the rural solitudes, so well defined by Map 4. 
If anyone is desirous of seeing at a glance where our 
woodlands and nation-owned open spaces are, where 
farmland is richest, ploughland and pasture found, 
they have got it there. 

The six principal areas in which the raw material of 
industry- is handiest.are clearly defined, as also the 
transport network serving the distribution of the material 
and the centres on which industry has focused. 


It is only possible here to give a telegraphic indication 
of the contents, but it can be said that it is sure ground 
on which to build up the edifice of a national plan, and 
that while going further on a broader basis it is in 
traditional accord with the miany regional planning 
surveys carried out after the 1914-1918 war, as a basis 
for statutory planning schemes on as large a scale as. 
the narrow public opinion of the day would allow. 

The land being the most valuable commodity we 
have, supplies of it being the most difficult to augment 
it is to be hoped that the brave Spring yellow cover, 
the clear presentation by the draughtsmen, the vivid 
descriptive paragraphs of ‘‘ Ground Plan for Britain ” are 
significant, and give promise that there will be a clear- 
cut scheme for a Central Planning Authority which. 
will remember the truth of the words of Lord Balfour, 
that “if future development is to be organised it must 
spring from knowledge of the land,” as his Council’s 
Memorandum so well demonstrates. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Post-War Housing: M.O.H. Advisory 

Committee. 

Tue Minister of Health (Mr. Ernest 
Brown) has decided to call together 
the Centra] Housing Advisory Com- 
mittee to consider post-war housing, 
including house design. The Commit- 
tee will meet on March 20. 

The Advisory Committee is a statu- 
tory body set up under the Housing 
Act, 1936, and met regularly before the 
war. Women’s. representation has 
now been increased by the appoint- 
ment of Lady Sanderson, Chairman of 
the Women’s Housing Advisory Coun- 
cil. Other new appointments to the 
Committee are Alderman Ager, of 
‘Birmingham, the Earl of Crawford 
and Balcarres, Mr. R. Coppock, the 
General Secretary of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Opera- 
tives, Mr. David Smith, Joint General 
Manager of the Halifax Building 
Society, and Mr. Louis de Soissons, 
F.R.1I.B.A. 

The Bishop of Winchester (Dr. 
C. F. Garbett) who is shortly to be- 
come Archbishop of York, has agreed 
to continue as a member of the Ad- 
visory Committee. Dr. Garbett is 
Chairman of: the Rural Housing Sub- 
Committee. The other members are: 
Miss Megan Lloyd George, M.P., Mrs. 
M. M. Dollar, J.P.; Lady Limerick; 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh; Sir Harold 
Bellman; Sir George Burt; the Earl 
of Dudley; Sir Francis Fremantle, 
M.P.; Sir Arthur Hobhouse, J.P.; 
Mr. L. H. Keay (Liverpool); Alder- 
man O. Ling; Alderman Sir: Miles 
Mitchell (Manchester); Mr. C. J. 
Newman (Exeter); Sir Felix Pole; the 
Rev. E. St. G. Schomberg; Mr. J. W. 


Robertson-Scott, Mr. Lewis Silkin, . 


M.P.; Mr. J. A. Simpson; Mr. B. S. 
Townroe; Mr. J. A. F. Watson; Sir 
Seymour Williams and Dr. J. Green- 
wood Wilson (Cardiff). 

The Minister has recently ap- 
pointed to the Housing Architects 
Staff of the Department Miss Judith 
Ledeboer, A.R.I.B.A., who will be 
closely associated with the work of the 
Committee. She is the first woman 
architect to join the professional staff 
of the Ministry. : 


Architects and Municipal Engineers. 

Tue Institution of Municipal and 
County Engineers, at their Metro- 
politan District meeting at 84, Eccles- 
ton-square, S.W., on Friday, March 20, 
are to consider a report “ drawing 
attention to the propaganda instigated 
by the architectural profession up and 
down the country to the . effect that 
the architect is the sole person to have 
charge of town planning and post-war 
reconstruction,” and suggesting that a 
dignified and appropriate statement of 
the municipal engineer’s place in this 
matter, without in any way attacking 
architects or minimising their respon- 
sibilities, should be undertaken by the 
Institution through the medium of 
both the national and local Press. It 
is emphasised that there must be 
collaboration between the municipal 
engineer and the architect, for the 
services of both are essential. 
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Paintings of War-damaged Buildings. 
Parntinas of war-damaged build- 
ings by Mr. Richard Murry are now 
on view at the Architectural Associa- 
tion. ‘‘Of the making of books there 
is no end,” and the same will soon 
have to be said of the production of 
paintings of bomb-damaged buildings, 
so numerous are the recordings. At 
the National Gallery there is an exhi- 
bition of pictures of bombed London 
buildings by official artists, and other 
cities are making recordings. One is 
loth to say so, but if a record is 
required for filing, ’a good photograph 
would often answer the purpose better. 
Bombed buildings, however, are new 
subjects, and when seen by an artist 
are attractive ones under varying 
lighting. Mr. Murry’s work is vigor- 
ous, and in some instances the colour 
is striking, notably in No. 14, “‘Acci- 
dent or Design,” and No. 6, “ Washed 
Heart,” reminiscent of the work of 
John Piper. Other impressive subjects 


are: No. 17, ‘“‘Bombed Church,” a, 


poetical rendering not relying for 
effect, on strong colours only seen by 
artists; and No. 10, ‘William Morris’s 
Shades.” The exhibits are twenty in 
number, and are on view until 
March 28. 


“ Historic London Under Fire.” 


Tue Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings, the London 
Society and the  Ecclesiological 
Society are organising an exhibition 
of photographs and drawings by dis- 
tinguished artists of London buildings 
of historic and architectural import- 
ance which have been damaged by 
enemy action. The illustrations will 
show such buildings before and after 
damage, and the aim of the exhibition 
is to arouse public interest in ques- 
tions of conservation and repair. The 
exhibition, with the -title “‘ Historic 
London Under Fire,” will be held at 


” §t. Martin’s School of Art, Charing 


Cross-road, for one week. It will be 
opened by the Rt. Hon. the Viscount 
Esher on Monday, March 23, at 3 p.m. 
Lectures will be given each afternoon 
at 3 p.m. by the Very Rev. the Dean 
of St. Paul’s; Mr. G. H. Chettle, of 
the Ministry of Works and Buildings; 
Mr. Edward Yates, F.S.A.; Mr. J. 
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Forshaw, F.R.I.B.A., Chief Architect 
to the L.C.C.; and Professor A. E. 
Richardson, A.R.A., F.S.A., F-R.I.B.A. 
Chairmen at the meetings include the 
Lord Mayor of London, Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott, R.A., and Mr. H. 8. 
Goodhart-Rendel, P-P.R.I.B.A. Admis- 
sion to the lectures and to the exhibi- 
tion is free. 


L.C.C. Buildings Record. 

Tue Civil Defence and General Pur- 
poses Committee of the London County 
Council teport that the Council has for 
many years been forming a collection 
of photographs and prints of buildings 
in London of architectural or histori- 
cal interest. The Council has added 
to this collection since the war began 
and it is being enlarged to include 
photographs of buildings that have 
been damaged by enemy action, and 
of interesting vistas opened up by 
demolition of buildings. The Council 
is also making drawings of special 
features of these buildings and records 
of earlier foundations brought to view 
by demolition. Apart from photo- 
graphs, a careful record is kept of 


war damage to buildings of architec-. 


tural] or historical interest, and parti- 
culars of such damage are supplied to 
the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings and the National 
Buildings Record. 


Rebuilding Plan for Merthyr Tydfil. 

Mertrayr Typri, Chamber of Trade 
and Commerce recently considered a 
scheme for the post-war development 
and rebuilding of Merthyr prepared 
by Mr. A. Trystan Edwards, in col- 
laboration with Alderman T. Edmund 
Rees. An exhaustive scheme, it, would 
take’ 32 years to complete in its 
entirety and cost about £10,000,000. It 
is planned for a town with a popula- 
tion of 80,000, the highest figure of 
population ever reached in , the 
borough. Mr. Edwards said that the 
main features would take about 12 
years to complete, and while he 
planned a .considerable amount of 
reconstruction and rehousing, he 
suggested that street rebuilding should 
take place on existing sites—a revival 
of street architecture at its best. 


Cardiff Civic Society. 

SpectaL reference is made in the 
Annual Report for 1940-41 of the 
Cardiff Civic Society, just issued, to 
Cardiff’s open spaces, including play- 
ing fields and allotments, of which 
latter the city now has nearly 9,000, 
covering 600 acres. A considerable 
acreage of permanent allotments, it is 
stated, will remain after the war, and 
for these the Corporation intends to 
provide an attractive layout with 
properly constructed tool sheds, store 
houses, meeting hall, etc. 


Architects’ Estates. 

Srr Georce Ferix Nevitue Cray, Bt., 
F.R.I.B.A. (69), of Kensington Park 
Gardens, W., and. of Shere, Surrey 
(net personalty £12,019), late Architect 
to the Board of Education, left £25,062. 

Mr. Joun Stantey Heats, F.R.I.B.A., 
of Weybridge and of New Bridge-street, 
E.C. (net personalty £30,169), left 


£30,374. 


Ce ee a ee 











March 20 1942 


CORRESPONDENCE 


R.1.B.A. Council Election. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Srr,—The activity of the R.I.B.A. 
has increased in recent months, and 
excellent interim reports have been 
prepared by the Reconstruction Com- 
mittee. 

In order to allow the membership to 
show their approval of this work and 
to strengthen the Council, which must 
be finally responsible for the policy of 
the Institute, we suggest that it is very 
necessary for the Council Election to 
be held this year. 

The last elections were held in 1939 


at a time of great uncertainty. At that. 


time the réle of the R.I.B.A. was far 
from clear. The -same is not true 
to-day, when the R.I.B.A. is in a posi- 
tion to give valuable advice to those 
responsible for post-war building and 
planning. 

GORDON STEPHENSON, 

F. R. 8. Yorxe. 

Millmeece, Staffs. 


Staff Consultation for Increased Output. 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 


Srr,—Something new and, to many 
people, surprising, is happening among 
the personnel in the big war-producing 
industries, something which shows 
signs of affecting our own irfdustry and 
also professional and technical people. 
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One could call it the demand to be 
made use of—the growing demand of 
working-people and employees to have 
a say in how output in their own 
industries can be increased. The move- 
ment is rooted in two beliefs: the 
belief that there is a great deal to im- 
prove, and the belief that the men and 
women actually carrying out the job 
know best where improvements can he 
made. 

In normal times employees of all sorts 
have been organised mainly for their own 
protection or betterment. They have 
necessarily been ranged against the people 
or interests who controlled the function- 
ing of the industries. Matters such as 
output they regarded either as no concern 
of theirs or merely subjects for detached 
criticism or exposure. During the last 
few months attention has’ undoubtedly 
shifted to the work itself. Output is felt 
to be no longer something only affecting 
profits, on which the two sides of industry 
have opposing views. The desperately 


urgent needs of the war have made it, 


everybody’s business. Whether profits 
are made or whether they are not made, 
supply of war materials, including war 
buildings, must be speeded up. 

It was the skilled workmen in the heavy 
industries who took the initiative. They 
began through their own shop stewards to 
hold mass meetings in order to. arouse 


enthusiasm and collect suggestions; they 
began to propose and organise Joint Pro- 
duction Committees with managements to 
sift such suggestions and get the practical 

- The response from manage- 


ones adopte 
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KEY :—I—St. Augustine’s Arch. 2—Arms of Bristol. 3—St. 
5—All Saints’, Corn-St. 
8—Christ 
10—St. Mary Red- 


4—Exchange. 


Stephen’s Tower. 
7—Temple Church. 


6—St. John’s, Broad-St. 
Church, City. 9—University Tower. 


cliffe. |l—Llandoger Tavern. 

change. 13—Dutch House. 14—Cathedral. 1!5—Tobacco 
Warehouses. !6—Warehouses. Avonmouth. 1!7—Victoria 
Rooms. 18—St. Peter’s Hospital. 19—Ashton Swing Bridge. 


12—Building Adjoining Ex- 
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ments was at first unequal, varying from 
willing co-operation to flat refusal. In 


‘ October a remarkable conference of shop 


stewards in the engineering and allied 
trades was held in London, which gave 
both publicity and a great impetus to the 
movement. More employers came round 
to a point of view which was, after ‘all, 
difficult to oppose on any grounds con- 
nected with the war effort. The reasons 
against such collaboration are not reasons 
that would command any respect in a war 
situation like the present. 

There are now signs that this spirit is 
spreading to the less well-organised circles 
of technical and professional employees, 
including those in the building industry. 
The employees of the London County 
Council through their staff association 
recently persuaded the Council to institute 
effective consultations with the whole 
staff, down to the most junior, in all de- 
partments, with a view to cutting out 
unessential work and promoting efficiency. 
The A.A.S.T.A., at their November Con- 
ference on war-time building, passed a 
resolution expressly calling for such con- 
sultations with technical staff, and since 
then have had direct discussions with the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings on the 
subject. 

What are the sort of things that build- 
ing technicians would hope to improve by 
means of such conferences? They. want, 
first of all, to be told more about the jobs 
they are working on—in large offices and 
departments they sometimes hardly meet 
their chiefs, let. alone hear why decisions 
are made; they want direct communication 
between all concerned with a job; they 











20—Bonded Stores. 2!1—William ill, Queen Sq. 22—Cabot 
Tower. 23—Suspension Bridge. 24—Chemical Laboratory. 
Mr. Dening writes :—St. Peter’s Church, Temple Church, 
and St. Peter’s Hospital have been burnt out, and the last 
has beea bombed and is down to the ground. Two bays of 
the Llandoger Tavern have gone, the Exchange has been badly 
damaged and the Dutch House is no more. . 





Photo: Bristol Evening Post. 


“BRISTOL ’’ : AN UNFINISHED PAINTING (40x30 in.) BY C. F. W. DENING, R.W.A. 
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want instructions to pass straight to the 

“men carrying them out, not through 
several intermediaries; they want to have 
responsibility in planning design and less 
“working to instructions,’’ which they 
know inevitably leads to alterations and 
delays; they want to be able to visit the 
sites; they want’all the relevant research 
to be co-ordinated at the centre and reach 
every technician concerned ;. they want to 
see technical posts filled by the right men; 
in short, they want their services as 
trained men to be used to the full. In 
addition, staff conferences, where they 
have operated, have suggested literally 
hundreds of practical improvements on 
details of office procedure and administra- 
tion. 

It seems to me that these are highly 
encouraging signs and also that technical 
and professional men employed in the war 
effort: are likely to respond enthusiasti- 
cally to a drive of this kind. Organisation 
is, of course, needed, and technical people 
are not yet well organised. Their unions, 
though sometimes active, are still far too 
snail But if there is one feeling which is 
widespread among them it is a wish to 
use their special training and skill to the 
full in the war effort and the conviction 

that these are not being used to the full. 
Such a movement besides being profoundly 
democratic and anti-Fascist in its methods 
and aims, besides, giving practical help to 
the war effort, offers the technical man a 
much-needed chance of gaining fuller 
recognition, of raising his efficiency, 
responsibility and status. It will give 
technical men as a class the chance to 
prove now what they are capable of doing 
after the war to build a genuinely new 
Britain. ANDREW Boyp. 

27, Lawn Road Flats, N.W.3. 


Wages and Hours. 
To tHe Eprror or The. Builder. 


Srr,—The letter from “‘ P.A.8.I.” in 
your issue’ of March 6 was unfor- 
tunate in that it may give an impres- 
sion of muddling on the part of those 
administering the Joint Agreements in 
the building industry. It is therefore 
necessary to indicate briefly why such 
an impression would be quite unjusti- 
fied. The reply by Mr. R. ‘Coppock 
in your last issue will have dealt with 
some of the detailed points raised. » 

On the wider issues involved, your 
correspondent advocates. simplification 
of industrial conditions. All would 
agree that simplicity is desirable. He 
would stereotype the conditions: that 
is not necessarily so wise. It is, for 
instance, true that the fixing of 
starting-times and finishing-times is 
(as he complains) left to local Joint 
Committees; but he must. remember 
that sunrise, sunset and black-out 
times vary .substantially in different 
parts of the ‘country, and building 
work is usually possible only in day- 
light. Again, although the book- 
keepers would naturally prefer travel- 
ling and lodging arrangements to be 
everywhere on the same basis, the 
differences are in practice very sub- 
stantial as between towns and remote 
country ‘sites, or in respect of trans- 
port facilities even for similar sites, 
and in respéct. also of the local avail- 
ability of lodging accommodation. It 
is, moreover, impossible to ignore the 
fact that most Government projects 
have been in remote places where 
ordinary rules were hardly adequate. 
To these unfortunate interferences of 
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nature and geography must perhaps 
be added this year’s periods of pro 
longed frost, which have accentuated 
the difficulties inherent in the require- 
ment of a guaranteed week (or day) as 
expressed by the Government in the 
Essential Work Order. 


It is true that a further series of com- 
plications arise from such unusual Govern- 
mental measures as the introduction of 
Double Summer Time in the summer; the 
extension of Summer Time throughout the 
winter; the cancellation of Bank Holi- 
days; the requirement of the working of 
some Sundays at double time; the taking 
over of lodging allowance arrangements by 
the Ministry of Labour; the restrictions 
on movement under the Essential Work 
Order; the introduction of guaranteed 
payments and a system of payment by 
results, etc. 

Naturally, these extraordinary innova- 
tions were difficult to reconcile with the 
basic provisions of the ordinary Working 
Rules. But it has further to be recognised 
that -the perpetuation of the differences 
has arisen from deliberate Governmental 

licy, no doubt based'on sound reasons. 

hus at an earlier stage the, Government 
initiated the Uniformity Agreement with 
two purposes. The first purpose was to 
prevent disputes from developing in con- 
sequence of differences between building 
and civil engineering industrial conditions 
on the same jobs. The second purpose was 
to meet the difficulties of transporting and 
lodging large numbers of men employed 


on the remote sites chosen for important - 


war activities. Both these purposes have 
been fulfilled, and the Uniformity Agree- 
ment has been amply justified by the 
achievement of that aie Again, at a 
later stage the Government deliberately 
superimposed the conditions of the Essen- 
tial Work Order so that men would be 
attracted to certain jobs scheduled by the 
Minister as of first importance, and so that 
they could then be retained compulsorily 
on those jobs and would give their utmost 
output while so retained. The whole object 
of the Government when making the Order 


would have been defeated if all jobs had 


‘been placed on an eque? footing. 

Having thus explained how most of the 
apparent anomalies have developed, it can 
be added that the gg industrial machi- 
nery has successfully coped with the de- 
tailed problems which supervened—suc- 
cessfully, at least, from the point of view 
of settling disputes in practice and en- 
abling vital work to proceed without inter- 
ruption. There may be, and no doubt are, 
many small irritating problems for book- 
keepers and others, but these must be 
viewed against the background of perform- 
ance of the all-important tasks of construc- 
tion. Many of these problems have them- 
selves been a concomitant of the cost-plus 
type of contract, and would be less acute 
if the question of reimbursement were 
always sympathetically handled by the 
Treasury watchdogs. : 

**P.A.S.I.” asks many questions, some 
only rhetorical, others readily answered on 
a careful reading of the Essential Work 
Order or the Uniformity Agreement. 
Thus, for instance, the Uniformity Agree- 
ment does not prescribe the hours to be 
worked, and the Essential Work Order, 
being the law of the land, must prevail in 
so far as it modifies the provisions of the 
industrial agreements. ven the more 
difficult posers have been the subject of 
interpretations or rulings published by. the 
Uniformity Joint Board, to whom most 
people in the position of ‘‘ P.A.8.I.” have 
addressed their various queries. There is 
a small residuum of doubtful points 
which, being concerned with interpreta- 
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tion of the Essential Work Order, could . 
be resolved only in a Court of Law ; mean- 
while, it is possible, in respect of them, 
only to exercise the maximum possible 
degree of common: sense and, to persuade 
Government auditing officials to do like- 

wise. I, Ernest JONEs, 

National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. 
82, New Cavendish-street, Ws 


Post-war Building. 

To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Srr,—It was interesting to read your 
last week’s Leader, in conjunction with 
the M.O.W.B. Directorate scheme for 
post-war building, published in your 
issue of March 6. 

Lord Reith was a man who might 
have given this scheme a_ great 
impetus, and why he was removed 
from ministerial office remains a 
Cabinet secret. If, however, the 
Minister of Works and. Buildings is 
to be changed as frequently as that 
of Minister of Transport the scheme 
will never be a success and may even 
never come to fruition. 

One hopes that the Directorate will 
give serious and urgent consideration 
to a completely new technique in 
house building, because those of us 
who went through the post-war period 
of the Great War know that the 
arrears of housing alone will never be 
caught up by the old “ bricks and 
mortar ”’-niethod. A technique which 
will absorb large numbers of un- 
skilled men is what we require. 

The building trade operatives have 
not pulled their weight since the last 
war and they are not doing so now, 
and it would be useless to depend upon 
any drive from them in the future. 

Chester. J. Kittgour Grant. 


Unity in the Architectural Profession. 
To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 

Siz,—I note that a meeting of repre- 
sentatives of various’ architectural 
bodies has passed’ a resolution in 
favour of unification of the architec- 
tural profession. As you know, I have 
advocated on many occasions in The 
Builder not only the unification of the 
professions but, also their federation. 
The Trades Unions have been feder- 
ated for a Jong time, but the profes- 
sions are isolated. 

I note also that the R.I.B.A. was un- 
represented at the meeting. This is a 
pity. Meanwhile the other bodies 
should’ proceed with the unification 
schemes, for the R.I.B.A. will be com- 
pelled to come in sooner or later. 

The spirit evoked during the war— 
the group mind, as Professor Huxley 
calls it—will see to it that after the 
war—if not before its end—chaos is 
abandoned for order, and that bodies 
with common objects are fused into 
one. 

When the various architectural 
bodies have achieved unity, they 
might proceed further to the goal of 
order by delimiting the functions of 
the various bodies that overlap both 
in examinations and practice. Properly 
speaking, this would be a function of 
a professional federation. 

The final step in organisation is an 
international federation of similar 
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bodies, so that each may give of its 

best for the advancement of the whole 

world. A. W. Crampton, F.8.I. 
Mansfield. 


** Making Plans.” ‘ 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—Sir George Burt’s outspoken 
views in the broadcast ‘“ Making 
Plans’ corresponds with my recent 
experiences. 

Promised support failed to materi- 
alise, drawings were riddled with 
errors, administration and direction 
changed with every visit to the job, 
and we still prattle about “ efficiency.” 


Davip C. PERRerr. 
Muswell Hill, N.10. 


War Damage Repairs. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—We feel that the position with 
regard to the above subject should be 
clarified as quickly as possible, and either 
the facilities for repair made easier; the 
policy of the various Departments con- 
cerned co-ordinated to this end; the 
repairs prohibited altogether (if this is 
the Government’s policy); or a schedule 
laid down as to what type or manner of 
repair can and cannot be done to war- 
damaged premises. 

It is appreciated that this will present 
some difficulty, but the position at the 
moment, seems to be hopelessly misleading 
and is simply causing confusion and frus- 
tration on every hand. 

First of all, the War Damage Commis- 
sion is sending out C2/B (after receiving 
C2/V), which implies that repairs should 
be put in hand at once, and C2/B and 
C2/A- completed and returned with the 
builder’s account. 

Further encouragement is given to the 
owner of war-damaged property to get 
repairs done by allowing nomination of 
the cost of repairs to the builder by 
agency agreement; and if he is not busy 
on more important work the builder is 
glad to have such work to go on with. 

So far so good, but next the licensing 
officer steps in. Present regulations pro- 
hibit the carrying out of work if £100 has 
been spent on the property during the 
preceding 12 months, including all works 
(repairs, maintenance, decorating, war 
damage, first-aid repairs, etc., including 
any work done by local authority). 

Here there are two difficulties. The 
first is—is it the policy of the licensing 
officer to turn down applications for 
licences where ordinary houses are con- 
cerned? If so, could not the builder be 
given some guidance as to what is likely 
to go through, so that he does not waste 
time, effort and paper on matters that do 
not, in the end, stand an earthly chance 
of maturing into a job for his men? 
Secondly, both he and his client are up 
against it when it comes to getting “‘ costs 
of first-aid or other repairs from the local 
authority.” Their reply is that ‘‘ The 
local authority were instructed by the 
Ministry of Health not to keep costs of 
individual_properties, and that therefore 
they are unable to give the information 
required.”’ 

It will readily be seen how this compli- 
cates matters :— £38. d. 
On “‘A”’ property a client has 

spent, in ordinary repairs and 

maintenance’ during last 12 


months, say... hes wee; 0.0 
Estimated amount for war- 

damage repairs is now, say 70 0 0 
Costs of repairs by local autho- 

WY B90 25 ise 2 a .. unknown 
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If the builder ignores local authorit 
repairs and gets on with the work he will 
stand the risk of prosecution, and may 
very qomtiy find that his account sent to 
the War Damage Commission direct is 
held up indefinitely if it is eventually dis- 
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COMING EVENTS 
Friday, March 20. 

Morey CoLtieGEe.—Mr. David Percival 
on “‘ The New Britain : Planning Without 
Red Tape.” 61, Westminster Bridge- 
road, §.E.1. 6.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF MUNICIPAL AND County 
EnGINEEERS.— Metropolitan District 
Meeting. 84, Eccleston-square, S.W. 
5.45 p.m. 

Saturday, March 21. 

InstirvTIon OF MouNICIPAL AND 
County EnctinreErs. Mr. R. W. Grant 
on “Tunnelling for Deep Shelters.’ 
Town Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 2.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF MUNICIPAL AND 
County ENnGINEERS.—Meeting at Cardiff 
City Hall. 2 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF StRucTURAL En- 
GingErs. Mr. T. C. Grisenthwaite on 
“ Steel Rigid Frame Buildings.’ Hotel 
Metropole, Leeds. 2.30 p.m. 


Monday, March 23. 

Tue Lonpon Soctrery. Annual Meet- 
ing. St. Martin’s School of Art, Charing 
Cross-road, W.C.2. 2.15 p.m. Followed 
by Exhibition of ‘Historic London 
Under Fire.” 


Tuesday, March 24. 


Hovustnc CENTRE Luncu. “ Brains 
Trust.”’ 13, Suffolk-street, S.W. 1 p.m. 


Wednesday, March 25. 

Soorzry or CueEmicaL Inpustry- 
Joint meeting with Road and Building 
Materials Group of London Section of 
Municipal and County Engineers. Mr. 
W. J. Hadfield on ‘Cheap Forms of 
Road Surfacing Materials.’ Clifton 
House, Euston-road. 4.30 p.m. 

Roya Socrety or Arts. Mr. Percy 
Smith on ‘‘ Post-War Home ; Contribu- 
tion of the Fine Arts.” Adelphi, W.C. 
1.45 p.m. 

Thursday, March 26. 


Livine In Crt1es Exursition. Ipswich 
Art Gallery. (Until April 19.) 

Friday, March 27. 

INSTITUTION OF MUNICIPAL AND 
County ENGINEERS. Scottish Branch 
Meeting. Grosvenor Restaurant, Glas- 
gow. 11.45 a.m. 

MortEy CoLiEce.—Mr. L. Audley 
Stamp on “ The New Britain: Obstruc- 
tions to Planning.” 61, Westminster 
Bridge-road, §.E.1. 6.15 p.m. 

A.A.S.T.A.—Mr. Ben Smith on “‘ Trade 
Unions and the War: A Challenge to 
Building Technicians.” 21, Gower- 
street, W.C.1. 6.30 p.m. 


Saturday, March 28. 


A.A.S.T.A.—Mr. Birkin Haward on 
“‘ Building Technicians and the War,” 
16, St. Mary’s Parsonage, Manchester. 


2.30 ia¥ 

LA.A.S8. (London and Home Counties 
Branch). Mr. Winton Lewis, A.R.I.B.A., 
on “‘The Future of Professional Educa- 
tion.” 75, Eaton-place,8.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, March 31. 
ARCHITECTURAL AssoctaTION. Sir 
Bernard Pares on “ Russia—Now.” 
Nomination of Officers and Council. 34, 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. 5.30 p.m. Also 
Exhibition of Photographs of Russian 
Cartoons and Architecture. 
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covered that the total did come to more 
than £100. 

If a licence is applied for with the 
above insufficient information it will no 
doubt be returned asking that the local 
authority supply an ‘‘ approximate esti- 
mate’’ of the cost of work done by that 
authority. This, again, will lead to expen- 
diture and delay, especially as their own 
staffs are fully employed on other work. 

Once having got over the difficulties 
created by the above procedures, the 
builder comes to the difficulty of obtain- 
ing small but frequent quantities of 
certain materials. 

Licences and permits have to be ob- 
tained for such items. as timber, slates, 
and wallboards, and it does seem that the 
procedure for obtaining these in small 
quantities locally leads to delay. 

From the above remarks it is learned :— 


1. That there is a lack of cohesion be- 
tween the different Ministries and Depart- 
ments as to what shall or shall not be 
done, and what facilities shall be granted 
for doing it; 

2. That the whole procedure from be- 
ginning to end is one of complication, 
frustration and delay; 

3. That the above makes the work cost 
considerably more than it would norm- 


ally ; 

{That builders’ clerical staffs need to 
be twice the strength for about a quarter 
the work they normally do, and the De- 
partments must be likewise ; 

5. That uncertainty and delay lead to 
constant loss of skeleton stafis held, 
either because one of the many licences 
or permits is not through, or because 
materials (on licence or permit) have not 
arrived ; 

6. That some order should be issued by 
one Ministry or Department to any client’s 
own builder, which (after proper inves- 
tigation) should cover every proceeding 
from the authorisation of the work to the 
promise of payment at the end, within 
thirty days ef the sending in of a satis- 
factory account. 

These are only some of the points that 
have occurred to us in dealing with the 
almost hopeless task of applications for 
war-damage mre to be carried out. 
few are easy, but most are full of snags 
or potential snags. 

With the impending serious decrease in 
building work generally and in so far as 
erdinary work is now almost prohibited 
by the fact that if £100 has been spent on 
maintenance on a building during any pre- 
vious twelve months, one has (if the regu- 
lations are taken literally) to start off by 
applying for a licence before a new washer 
can be put on a tap, or a burst pipe be 
repaired, it is contended that in such 
areas as may be attacked, air-raid 
damage repairs are likely to form the bulk 
of the small amount of work that is 
necessary to hold together the skeleton 
staffs of the average-sized builder. 

It is understandable that there must be 
rules and regulations ree both the 
work and the materials, also’ the labour, 
but surely it is in the interest of the 
nation as a whole that firms who have 
been in existence for years, and have been 
a steady national asset, should at least be 
preserved in cadre. 

With this end in view we consider that 
it is time that strong representation be 
made to the powers concerned so to clarify 
matters between the various Ministries 
and Departments that the average builder 
shall be able to get on with “‘ war-damage 
repairs” which in such areas as this will 
possibly be his only stand-by in a few 
weeks’ time. PortsMOUTH BUILDER. 
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MIDLANDS 


DESIGNED BY MESSRS. 
EDWARD FORSHAW AND 
GREAVES, A.R.I.B.A., AND 
ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS 


fF Right : FIG. 1—THE LAYOUT. 
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FIG, 3. 





FIG, 2. 


Above and Left : EXTERIOR (FIG. 2) AND PLANS (FIG. 3) OF 
3-BEDROOMED PARLOUR-TYPE HOUSE. 


GENERAL: THE MuinistRy oF SUPPLY HAVE 
sponsored two housing schemes. The houses on 
both schemes are identical and, therefore, the details 
of one of the schemes given below may be taken as 
typical of both schemes. 

Layout.—Fig. 1 shows the site layout, and it 
will be noted that every attention has been given 
to obtaining variety and interest in the grouping of 
the houses, ¢.g., cul-de-sacs, quadrangles and varia- 
tions in the building line to obtain set-backs. In 
the scheme there are 330 houses for war-workers 
and 40 houses for staff, all houses being built in blocks 
of 2, 4 or 6.. The whole-scheme has been designed as 
a self-contained unit, and in the layout provision has 
been- made for a community centre, a clinic and 


‘eréche. The communal buildings are, however, in 


abeyance for the moment. All the roads are of 
concrete, chiefly because concrete was found to be 
the cheapest form of construction, having regard to 
first cost and maintenance costs. The main ring 
roads were constructed slightly ahead of the houses 
and were used to bring building materials to the 
various house sites ; the necessity for rough building 
roads was thus dispensed with. 
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FIG. 4.—VIEW OF BLOCK OF FLATTED DWELLINGS. 


Planning.—With the exception of the staff houses, 
plans of all the houses are similar, i.¢., three-bedroom 
parlour types. Some of the houses are, however, 
designed so that for war-time use a separate flat is 
provided on each floor. After the war, with very 
slight alterations, these flatted houses can be con- 
verted back to the standard three-bedroom parlour 
type house. Figs. 3 and 5 show plans of the normal 
and flatted type houses respectively. A point of 
particular interest in both house and flat plans is 


FIG, 5.—PLANS: OF FLATTED DWELLINGS. 


“ 


HOUSING SCHEME 


the method adopted to provide air-raid shelters. 
In the house this is done by increasing the width of 
the normal through passage between pairs of houses and 
forming.two separate .air-raid shelters in the space 
so provided. Lateral and overhead protection is 
afforded by increased thickness of wall and ceiling. 
The location of the shelter in the plan, 7.e., between 
the concrete stairs and the passage walls ensures 
still further protection. After the war the outer wall 
of the shelter and the wall dividing one shelter from 





FIG, 6.—DETAIL OF ENTRANCE. 


IN THE MIDLANDS. 
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FIG. 7.—DETAIL OF TYPICAL LINTOL. 





* another will be pulled down, thus 
leaving a wide through passage at 
ground-floor level, which will serve 
as a useful covered yard and 
storage space. 

In the flatted houses a similar 
method is adopted to provide air- 
raid shelters on both ground and nae ores 
first floors, but. after the war, when -————* SCREED 
the flatted house is converted to a Above : FIG. 12.—TYPICAL CROSS SECTION. _ 
normal house, it is only the shelter T——* PRECAST CONCRETE 
walls on the ground floor which will Below : FIG. 13.—SECTION THROUGH EAVES. JOISTS 
be removed, since the first floor —* CORK PLASTER 
shelters will be absorbed into the FINISH 
first-floor plan. Fig. 2 is a view of 
a block of four normal houses, and 
Fig. 4 is a view of a block of flatted 
houses. In both types the increased 
thickness of wall, necessary to pro- 
vide protection to the shelter, is 
clearly expressed. The use of glass 
bricks on either wide of a ventilator, 
to provide light and air to the es Oo 
shelter, should also be noted. 


CONSTRUCTIONAL DETAILS. LEAD 

Suspended Floors and Roofs.— 

“* Rapid,” “‘ Caxton ” and “* Bison ” 

concrete products have been used 

for first floor and roof. POSITION OF R.W.P. 
Staircases.—A view of the type of F 

precast stair unit which is used 

throughout the scheme is shown : 

wow 2. SECTION THROUGH EAVES 
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FIG. 9.—PRECAST CHIMNEY CAPPINGS. 


FIG, 8.—STAIRCASE UNITS. FIG, 10.—TYPICAL EAVES UNIT. FIG. 11.—DETAIL OF EAVES CONSTRUCTION. 


HOUSING SCHEME IN THE MIDLANDS. 
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SCALE oF FEET 


PLAN AND SECTION. 


INTERIOR : LOOKING UP ; LOOKING OUT. 








HOUSING SCHEME IN THE MIDLANDS. 
(Continued from facing page.) 

Projecting Eaves.—The method adopted for detailing the 
eaves is shown in Fig. 13. Fig. 10 shows a close-up view of 
a typical precast concrete eaves slab and the joggle joint 
and the soffit drip should be noted. Fig. 11 shows how 
these precast slabs are tailed down below the roof con- 
struction and also shows the method adopted to shutter 
the screed. 

Window Lintols.—A detail of the precast concrete lintols 
is showa in Fig. 7. Tho appearance of the lintol can 
be judged from the elevational views. 

Thimney Cappings.—Fig. 9 is a close-up view of a typical 
precast concrete chimney capping. In the early stages of 
the job this capping was cast in situ, but it was subsequently 
found simpler to use precast units. 

Constructional Outline (to be read in conjunction with 
Constructional Section-Drawing Fig. 12). 
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EXTERIOR BEFORE BEING EARTHED UP. 


THE SHELTER, WHICH HAS A FLOOR AREA OF 
50 sq. ft. and provides accommodation for twelve 
persons, was designed and built in 1940 by Mr. A. F. 
Dufton, of Hunton Bridge, for his own occupation. 
The design, which enables a maximum of accommoda- 
tion to be obtained with a minimum of materials 
and labour, complies with the requirements of the 
Civil Defence revised Code (8.R. & O., 1939, No. 920). 
Only 1,200 bricks were used and they were laid on 
edge in a new type of bond, each spanning three of 
the previous course. This bond was devised to 
enable the designer, who had no previous experience 
of bricklaying, to build the dome single-handed 
without any formwork. 

The bricks—second-hand stocks—were laid with 
cement mortar and the seat and the floor were tiled 
with 9-in. quarries. After the outside of the brick- 
work had been given a coat of hot tar, it was well 
covered with dry earth and then turfed. A ven- 
tilating shaft is provided which is masked by an 
electrolier (contrived from the wheel of an old 
barrow) which carries eight 15-watt lamps and a 
$-watt night-light. The shelter has been used as 
a bedroom for 500 consecutive nights. 








11 in. cavity brickwork. 

3 in. ashes. 

4 in. site concrete. 

Lead-lined bitumen to walls. 

Slate to chimney stacks. 

Solid in situ concrete ; Cax- 
ton” in situ, ‘‘ Rapid” 
beams or ‘“‘ Bison” beams. 

Standard steel. 

Timber. 


Structure Walls ... aise 

Ground Floors 

Damp-proof 
Courses. 

First Floors and 
Roofs. 


Windows 

Doors and Door 
Frames. 

Sills 


Other 
Details. 


Tile and terrazzo on curved 
bays. 

In situ concrete. 

Precast concrete. Some lin- 
tols in situ in early stages. 


Door Canopies 

Lintols, Eaves, 
Chimney Cap- 
pings and 
Staircases. 
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Living-rooms—wood block. 

Kitchen—terrazzo tiles. 

Sculleries—quarry tiles. 

Passages—red and tesselated 
tiles. 

Bedrooms and landings—bitu- 
mastic paint. 

Bath—terrazzo tiles. 

Cement screed to falls. 

Bituminous felt. 


Finishes Ground Floors 


First Floors 


Roofs 


ORGANISATION OF THE JOB. 
Following are notes on the organisation of the work :— 


(A) Architects, etc——In order to get the work done ex- 
peditiously the co-operation of local architects was ob- 
tained and quantities were prepared by a firm of quantity 
surveyors who have measured for’the interim certificates 
and are also responsible for measuring on completion. 

(B) Contractors—Two main contractors were appointed 
on each site, and on each site with them were nine co-con- 
tractors, all local builders of good standing. The purchasing 
of all materials was carried through by the main con- 
tractor, who invoiced them at cost to his co-contractors, 
charging a small percentage only for his extra secretarial 
expenses. The main contractors on each site signed the 
contracts with the Department. 

(c) Merchants.—To obviate any overlapping, to ensure 
a fair distribution of commissions and also in order to 
obtain the best service and, as it has since proved, the 
best prices from the local merchants, they agreed to the 
formation of a company to deal with the requirements on 
both sites. They appointed site agents and all inquiries 
were passed through them and distributed amongst their 
fellow merchants. As a measure of the success of this 


method it may be mentioned that the merchants are very 
proud of their record that during the progress of these 
works, in spite of rises of price, they have not once asked 
for an increase over their estimates, but have been able 
by buying in bulk and ahead of advancing prices to cover 


for the Ministry. So far as possible, materials were 
specified from local sources to avoid unnecessary transport. 

(D) Electricians.—In view of the heavy calls on electri- 
cians generally for Government work, it was decided to 
apply the co-operative principle to the local electrical 
contractors and in this they willingly concurred ; thus the 
schemes had the benefit of the maximum tradesmen avail- 
able in the area, and all electrical firms recognised by the 
E.C.A. in the area, however small, were given an oppor- 
tunity of carrying out work if they wished for it. 

(E) Plastcring—This work was entrusted to the largest 
plastering contractor in the district, although of his own 
accord, following a conversation with the supervising 
architects, he brought in his fellow contractors. During 
the course of the works delays made the introduction of 
one outside plastering contractor necessary on Site ‘‘ A.” 

(F) Bricks.—The brickmakers of the district were nearly 
all members of an association whose assistance was im- 
mediately sought, together with that of three firms outside 
the Association. In this way adequate stocks of bricks, 
made locally, were secured for the works. 


THE WoORK ON THE SITES. 


Experience of the working of these schemes on the 
sites has been both interesting and instructive. The 
original conception of the organisation on the sites was to 
have three architects, each in charge of about one hundred 
houses—the whole to be worked collaterally. In practice 
this was found cumbersome owing largely to difficulties 
arising from the simultaneous construction of roads and 
houses, and also to the expressed desire of the Ministry to 
complete one section before commencing further work. 

The site organisation ultimately set up consisted—in 
addition to the two site architects already mentioned—of a 
clerk of works to superintend in detail the road contractors 
and to examine and test all drains and sewers ; occasional 
architectural assistant draughtsmen as required, and a 
full-time clerk. At Site ‘‘ A” it was found necessary for a 
short while to employ a materials clerk to assist with the 
checking and distribution of building materials to the 


contractors. The quantity surveyors have had—in addition 
to the above—an office with measuring staffs on the sites. 

It will be realised that in any such scheme there is an 
opportunity for the chief contractors to divert to their own 
use the best of the labour drafted to the sites by the 
Ministry of Labour, but any such tendency is checked if 
provision is made for such distribution to be arranged in 
collaboration with the site architect, and in this way an 
equitable distribution is assured. The various contractors 
were at first diffident in regard to the transfer of labour 
from one to another as occasion demanded, but it must 
be recorded that at no time was this diffidence carried to 
the point of obstruction, and such transfers were arranged 
from time to time, as became necessary, at the direction of 
the site architects. 

Conflicting claims from co-contractors for materials 
delivered to the site were dealt with strictly in accordance 
with the progress schedule laid down by the site architect, 
and priority given to those units having precedence of 
completion on the schedule. These matters were dis- 
cussed each Monday at a meeting between the main con- 
tractor and his co-contractors, followed by a meeting on 
the same morning with the site architects, and as occasion 
demanded, the layout architects and chief architect. 
Each Monday afternoon, also, a joint meeting of the 
executives on both sites, consisting of the site architects, 
the main contractors and layout architects, was held 
with the chief architect, the architect in charge of the 
detailed drawings, the materials co-ordinating architect 
and the quantity surveyors, when all matters concerned 
with each site individually, and with the sites collectively, 
were considered. 

It will be realised that, by these means, the conflicting 
interests of any section were subordinated to the general 
well-being and progress of both sites, to the ultimate benefit 
of the Ministry. All matters appertaining to controlled 
supplies, including -steel, petrol, timber, bitumen, etc., 
were dealt with from the offices of the chief architect, and 
applications made to the Departments concerned after 
close checking by the resident architects and the quantity 
surveyors. Similarly, reservation of men and deferment 
of calling-up were also dealt with through the same office. 

Owing to the abnormal requirements of the Ministry in 
the area, two unexpected difficulties were encountered : 
one was a restricted supply of gravel and the other a shortage 
of local labour. In regard to the former, a survey of the 
gravel supplies in the district was made by the chief 
architect together with Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, A.R.I.B.A., 
of Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners, and an allocation agreed 
upon by the Ministry was the result. As far as labour was 
concerned, priority was given to the work on the housing. 

Quantities were taken-off on the original scheme, but 
before work commenced this was so materially altered that 
the quantities did not apply in detail and they were 
therefore used as a priced schedule. Before the site ‘‘ B ” 
job commenced, new bills of quantities were taken-off and 
priced-in at the original price to arrive at the final estimated 
cost. The work is measured on completion at the scheduled 
rates, which are, of course, subject to fluctuation in the 
price of materials and labour rates, including payments 
under the Essential Works Order and the Uniformity 
Agreement. Payment is made to the general contractor 
who pays his co-contractors, but the quantity surveyors 
submit to him, with each certificate, a statement of the 
amounts due to his co-contractors. In view of the ad- 
vantage to the Ministry of buying well ahead and stocking 
on the site, the normal percentage reservation on the value 
of materials on the site is considerably reduced. 

The architects in charge are confident from their ex- 
perience on these sites that the local contractor can get a 
greater return per man-hour from his employees by his 
own closer touch with the work and the long-standing 
loyalty between master and man, than can the larger 
impersonal contractor lacking these special qualities. It 
is of prime importance that an integral part of any such 
scheme should be supervision by persons not only properly 
qualified, and therefore thoroughly capable of making 
decisions on the site, but also known and respected by the 
contractors. Only in this way can unnecessary friction 
be avoided and the many minor contentions resolved. 
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LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 


A LUNCHEON TO 


To celebrate the completion of the 
Central Space of Liverpool Cathedral 
a luncheon was given a short time ago 
at Liverpool to Sir Giles Scott, R.A., 
and was attended by the clerk of 
works and the principal artificers of 
the Cathedral. 


Prorressorn A. E. Ricnarpson, A.R.A., 
in the course of a speech at this luncheon, 
said : ‘‘ We meet to-day in a city that has 
known recent suffering to commemorate a 
further stage towards completion of one 
of the greatest buildings of modern times. 
. . . Deep in our character the fortunes of 

he nation are hidden ; nothing in our long 
eventful history has contrived to alter our 
English temperament. We are a religious 
people, but we cannot be explained by the 
many creeds which abound in the king- 
dom. We have in our minds the pursuit 
of the perfect, and a passion for diffusing 
the best ideas which have become proven. 
With the passing of the centuries, and the 
accumulation of architectural monuments, 
there has developed a strong traditional 
sense of what is pleasant and what is 
obnoxious in building. So strongly is this 
felt that to-day we have the ‘ battles of 
styles’ waged again under a new banner. 
This is really a struggle for the supremacy 
of mechanised -knowledge, which in some 
quarters is thought to be superior to 
humanised knowledge. But the old truths 
of art are stronger than the strange con- 
ceptions of what art ought to be; and it 
is significant that no architectural philo- 
sophy has yet been created to supplant 
common sense, which is the basis of archi- 
tectural devisement. 

** The gist of my speech is that, architec- 
tural character is something more perma- 
nent than fashion. The artistic sympa- 
thies of a nation are inherent, and however 
derived have a wide range of moods and 
strong intuitions. 

“Your magnificent Cathedral, which has 
been building for so long, is symbolic of 
the national pride and thoroughness. It 
is something everybody can understand. It 
has a familiarity of mass which is inspir- 
ing. It is highly original, yet not 
strangely so. Its theme epitomises an 
ancient and a wonderful civilisation. All 
that is embodied in the old cathedrals, 
abbeys and churches, built in the earlier 
days of the faith, is reached anew. You 
gather from your Cathedral impressions of 
the spirit which called into being the 
ancient colleges-of Oxford and Cambridge, 
those academic shrines which we venerate 
because they are part of our priceless 
heritage. . .. 

“*T pass then from the deep impressions 
which this great work exercises on all 
and sundry to say that such a building is 
above ‘the petty fashions of architecture: 
It is not mock Gothic, its prototype does 
not exist in a pattern book. Such a build- 
ing could not have been designed in the 
heat of the Gothic revival. A conception 
so vast would have taxed the almost un- 
rivalled ingenuity of the builders of 
Beauvais and Gerona. Yet although the 
Continent of Europe can show antique 
ecclesiastical buildings of great scale and 
fantastic outline, it is significant that few 
modern works of similar scope exhibit: the 
true principles of stereotomy. In my time 
I have endeavoured to investigate the 
secrets of architecture of all periods. But 
it has not been my good fortune to dis- 
cover anything fundamentally better than 
some works in England. 


SIR GILES SCOTT 


“* Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, in his master- 
piece ‘Liverpool Cathedral’ has demon- 
strated that architecture to be really great 
must be the product of slow time. It is 
not entirely an affair of office routine, or 
the outcome of a mind reflecting the 
veneer of past historical styles. 

“ Sir Giles has been doubly fortunate, 
first in his choice of parents, and secondly 
iu his selection of a profession in which 
he is so eminent. His mind, if I might 
so express it, is congenital, There is 
nothing beyond his: power. His under- 
standing is facile, expansive and logical. 
He has steered a course on familiar seas, 
but he has prepared new charts for those 
who would make similar — successful 
voyages. From that morning, forty years 
ago, when'he accompanied Mr. Bodley to 
measure the size of the compounds in the 
nave of Lincoln Cathedral, he has never 
wavered in his sense of scale and propor- 
tion. Scarcely an ecclesiastical building 
of repute is unknown to him; its minutest 
details are docketed in his brain like 
fragments of an illuminated missal. And 
whatever subject connected with architec- 
ture or civics you mention, Sir Giles is 
prepared to take up the theme and to 
show himself to advantage. He is an 
authority on works ranging from those of 
Wilars de Honecourt:. to Sir Christopher 
Wren, from. Professor Cockerell to Charles 
Goodhue. He is distinguished for his 
ecclesiastical works throughout the world. 
and at the older universities he has left 
his mark. But it is in the grand concep- 
tion of Liverpool Cathedral that the bril- 
liancy and richness of ‘his store of archi- 
tectural thought is seen in its fullness. 
This great work, which embodies the 
finest aspirations of English ‘architecture, 
is overwhelming in its imaginative scope. 

“Change, and continual change, - is 
inevitable; it is part of the process and 
well-being of art. But principles should 
be constants, and if intellectual superiority 
on the universal scale is not possible in 
this workaday world, there is all the more 
to admire in the constancy of giant intel- 
lectual minds. Sir Giles Gilbert Scott has 
shown in his masterpiece that originality 
is resident in the handling of form; it is, 
moreover, inherent in plan, elevation and 
section. The principles on which it de- 
pends are those which have accompanied 
the art from the beginning of human his- 
tory. No subterfuges or ingenious diver- 
sions have the slightest chance of develop- 
ing into expressions of architecture which 
have the quality of the eternal. 

**T submit, gentlemen, therefore, that 
the true purpose of architecture is to 
inspire and uplift. That is why the 
ordinary person turns intuitively to the 
historical and the beautiful... This is the 
true reason why cultured opinion recog- 
nises the subtle differences which distin- 
guish a real work of art from the mere- 
tricious, and is not slow to acclaim genius. 
It would be bad for England and bad for 
the Empire if this were not so. Your 
glorious Cathedral is a case in point. Here 
we have an object-lesson in slow attain- 
ment; a building which defies cursory 
opinion, a building which ‘is awe-inspiring 
in scale, subtle,in its qualities of light and 
shade, definite in its purpose, noble in its 
setting. I say, then, we all have some- 
thing of which we can be justly proud, 
and we shall carry in our hearts memo- 


Ties of gratitude to all who have been 


associated in this vast. undertaking. 
‘* But before I leave off I must ask you 
for a few more moments. It is to say 
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something which is of equal importance 
to the praise which I have given to the 
architect. This is not a small and trivial 
matter. I will tell you what I feel of 
the labours of the masons and the crafts- 
men. For the success of ‘a great building 
does not depend solely on one mind. It 
is the outcome of an organised system 
which interprets the vision of the archi- 
tect. It-is the proud boast of the build- 
ing industry that it relies on the fine 
character.of those in its ranks, from the 
contractor to the humblest labourer. The 
building industry inherits the secrets and 
the skill of traditional craftsmanship. The 
mason is a geometer, the carpenter and 
joiner are men of skill, the metal workers 
exult in the shaping of iron. The carvers, 
and the artists in stained glass, should not 
be overlooked, All these people are great 
artists in their way; they are essentially 
trained intelligences. Then there is the 
noble company of architectural assistants 
whose task it is to work out with such 
scrupulous care the innumerable scale 
drawings and full-size details. It is this 
bevy of silent helpers who transfuse life 
into masses of inert material. These assis- 
tants are all architects working within the 
walls of time. Their work is apt to be 
overlooked when we visit a cathé@ral such 
as yours, but I think you will agree that 
some of the vibrancy of effect is due to 
the efforts of all who have been engaged 
oa this enterprise. From the beginning the 
record of the building has been one of 
happy mutual associations. Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott would be the first to acknow- 
ledge this, and I take this opportunity of 
speaking gratefully of their collaboration. 


‘And so I conclude, desiring you to 
blend some memory of to-day’s pleasant 
meeting with this further stage-in the 
advancement of the world’s finest modern 
Cathedral. To carry away with you, as I 
shall do, the hope for a post-war Liverpool 
rising resplendent, and when this hope is 
realised it will be found to have its centre 
in. the majesty of your Cathedral.”’ 


R.LB.A. 


Membership. 


The following members 
elected :— 
As HON. ASSOCIATE. 
Elizabeth Denby (London). 


.AS FELLOWS. 


Capt. R. de W. Ald- 8S. Stern (London). 
ridge (London). A. E. Wiseman ,(Chelms- 


8. — (Salisbury). ford). 
L. C. Howitt, B.Arch., J. McM.. Brooks (Lon- 
L’pool., Dip. T.P., don). 
Mancr., D.P.A. L’pool., B. J. McAdam (London). 
A.M.T.P.I, (Man- 
chester). (Overseas). 
. W. Roberts (Not- P. J. Hill (Johannes- 
tingham), burg). 


have been 


As ASSOCIATES. 
J. ae mer (Overseas). 
y, Herefordshire). M. Hussey (C 
J. G. Manahan, B.Arch. “,, “- y, . (Cape 
(Univ. Coll.,’ Dublin) Town, South Africa). 
D. Morgan (Univ. 


(Dublin). 6 
Elizabeth Stutfield Coll., Auckland) (Auck- 
(Polytechnic, London) land, N.Z.). 


(Harrow, Middlesex). 


As LICENTIATES. 


A. G. Anderson (Knowle, T. W. Sharp, M.A 
Warwickshire). ; M.T.P.I. (Londen). 
G. W. Cook (London). P. T. Smith (Somerford 
W. Dootson (Kilmarnock, nr. Congleton, 

Cheshire 


Ayrshire). ‘ 
E. T. Lloyd (London). O. M. Weller (Birming- 
A. J. Mutimer (London). ham). 
A. G. B. Wright (Trow- 
bridge). 


8. E. Offen (Stanmore). 
J. F. Pye (Grimsby). 


Supplement to Kalendar. 

A Supplement to the R.I.B.A. Kalendar, 
1939-40, is just issued from 66, Portland- 
place, W.1 (price 2s.). It brings the 
—e up to date as to September 30, 
1941. 
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PLANNING THE POST-WAR INDUSTRY 
5.—SUMMING-UP 


By F.1.0.B. 


Turse articles, of course, embody only a skeleton or 
outline, the details of which would have to be filled in. 
This could be done, of course, but would require consider- 
ably more space than is available with the present shortage 
of paper. They are intended as suggestions, open to 
objections in many details perhaps, and to be improved 
upon by others better qualified, since I do not hold and 
have never held any official position in the industry, but 
have spent my working life only as a practical builder, 
immersed in the dust and turmoil of the market place, 
not in the calmness and sedateness of the council chantber. 
The remedies which I suggest are, I am aware, revo- 
lutionary, but the evils are unquestionably real. Consider 
the history of our industry during the last thirty-five 
years. When I first entered it, it was in a state of 
depression, which gradually improved until 1914. At this 
period builders were for the most part builders—i.e., men 
who had been trained in their business and understood it, 
not gamblers nor financiers only. Of the period from 1914 
to 1918 I can say little, since I was in the Army during the 
whole of the time, but some builders did well, though 
I rather gathered that the allocation of the rewards of 
war work was somewhat like Lord Palmerston’s description 
of the Garter: ‘‘ There was no damned merit in it.” 

After 1918 we did have a boom, and for a time prospects 
appeared to be good, but literally hundreds of firms 
rushed into the trade, thinking that there was a fortune 
in it—in the majority of cases men having neither know- 
ledge nor discretion—with the natural result that prices 
fell. Then we got a depression, then a slight improve- 
ment, then down and up again, but always with more 
firms than there was work for. Finally we had the 
depression which preceded this war, which more than 
offset any good times which we had had before. Tendering 
became a gamble, and to make money out of a contract so 
gained a bigger: gamble still, mostly depending on the 
amount of the variations and the skill or otherwise of the 
contractor in dealing with them. As regards this war, the 
result appears to have been up till now very much like that 
of the war before. Some have had too much—to the detri- 
ment of the national effort, since they have been unable 
to digest it—some too little, and some, not always the 
least deserving, nothing at all. In saying this I have no 
personal axe to grind, since, as it happens, my firm have 
been fully employed, and if we had obtained further con- 
tracts they would have been of no benefit to us, as the 
profits would all have gone in E.P.T. This, however, has 
certainly not been the case with many, and if a scheme 
such as I have suggested had been in operation the work 
would have been more fairly shared and in many cases 
the country and the whole Allied cause would have bene- 
fited by the work being done quicker. Could there have 
been a more idiotic system than that of giving a few 
firms more work than they could do, and giving others, 
in many cases of far greater reputation, nothing at all or 
very little? 

What of the future? There does not appear to be any 
particular reason why the experiences of 1918 and onwards 
should not be repeated. The roseate dreams of recon- 
struction of war-time ministries are apt to fade away under 
the cold, appraising eye of post-war Treasury officials, and 
there is always the Addison Housing Scheme as a horrible 
warning. Moreover, as soon as peace comes there will 
be an enormously strong demand for the removal of 
bureaucratic restrictions, which will be hated not only 
because of their merits or demerits, but because they will 
be inseparably connected with the war. If, then, these 
experiences are repeated—first a boom and then a slump— 
the final consequences are likely to be disastrous, unless 
by planning we can get some sort of order into the trade. 

We will grant, however, that even if it does not continue, 
there must be some measure of Government control, 
because the damage has been so great in some areas, 
whereas others have hardly suffered at all. It is impos- 
sible to. visualise housing being held up in. London, 
. Plymouth or Coventry because speculators had tempted 
away labour and materials for private profit to some 


undamaged area. Is it not better in this case to have 
some scheme of our own to put forward, to be able to say, 
“Here is what we suggest. We think that it is fair both 
for the public, the workmen and ourselves,” rather than 
have some scheme imposed on us from above, which would 
probably not be satisfactory, and which, with a general 
removal of control which will probably come after the 
principal reconstruction has been dealt with, would also 
disappear, leaving our last state worse than our ‘first? 

A system such as outlined would only be a beginning. 
There would be amalgamations, probably on an increasing 
scale; the central buying’ board could in time bring 
pressure on manufacturers so that they should not raise 
their prices unduly. If they were not heeded the builders 
could threaten to manufacture for themselves. The manu- 
facturers and merchants themselves, indeed, could he 
brought into the system. Unfair and inequitable forms 
of contract could be abolished, since no one could be found 
to work under them, and the activities of those ingenious 
gentlemen who employ contractors to erect a building 
without the slightest intention of paying for most of it 
could be considerably curtailed. 

I do not say that everything would be perfect; in this 
imperfect world nothing can be. There would still be 
jealousies, misunderstandings and disputes, but I think 
that matters would be very much improved. The interests 
of builders would be very much the same, as they are 
with manufacturers in most industries as important as 
ours. To-day, and for’ some time past, we have been too 
much in the position of the Highland clans who, if they 
feasted together, always brought their weapons with them, 
but with one important difference. The conquerors among 
the Highlanders ate the dinner; in our case the building 
owner usually has it, and the contending parties the 


crumbs—if any. 
(Concluded.) 


“THE SPECULATIVE BUILDER ” : 
CRITICISMS 


In reference to the series of articles that has been appearing 

in recent issues of ‘‘ The Builder’ dealing with “‘ Planning 

the Post-War Industry” we have received a communication 

from the Technical Director of the National House-Builders’ 

Registration Council, 82, New Cavendish-street, W.1, in the 
following terms : 


Your contributor “ F.I.0.B.” obviously brings knowledge 
and experience to his study of the problems that will face 
the building industry in “Planning the Post-War Industry.” 
His second article, which dealt with the status and func- 
tions of the building contractor, analyses the dangers of 
price-cutting and of some of the nostrums suggested as a 
cure for that evil. The article on the Speculative Builder, 
however, found him a little out of his depth, or at least 
rather inclined to be too general and sweeping in his 
criticisms. 

He forgets, for instance, that layout of sites is always con- 
trolled and in some cases even dictated by the Local Authorities, 
and that therefore the blame for such bad planning as ribbon 
development must fall upon the planning authority and not upon 
the speculative builder. As regards the design of the houses, the 
speculative builder has supplied what was demanded by the 
public. If there have been instances of bad taste—as admittedly 
there have been—it has been-because the public taste has not been 
educated sufficiently, and this is the fault of the education autho- 
rities and the architectural profession and the building industry 
as a whole rather than of the speculative builder alone. But for 
the most part the speculative ‘builder’s plans have been more 
pn Brerpaiet pear more economical than those of houses that have 
been built by local authorities at enormous cost to the community. 
The larger speculative firms have spared no expénse to secure 
plans by architects who have specialised in domestic architecture, 
and the type of plan which pleases the purchasing public is easily 
and has been readily, plagiarised. The resulting monotony of 
design has been relieved by tricks of layout, which: builders, 
depending for their livelihood upon their sales, have learned to 
adopt in spite of the dead hand of bureaucratic planning control. 

But it is to the sweeping generalisation that ‘“speculative work 
is always inferior to contract work of the same class’ that excep- 
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tion must be taken. Bad building certainly contributes to the ills 
to which your contributor draws attention. But. bad building 
is not inherent in speculative building. It results from the 
craze for cheapness tg which your contributor drew attention in 
his second article when he was dealing with work under contract 
in regard to which he said ‘‘a cut-price job is and must always 
be a scamped job.” 

There have, of course, been firms operating in the building 
industry, both as contractors and as speculators, whose tap roots 
are not deep in the soil of the industry, and whose only concern 
has been to turn over a quick if not too scrupulously honest 
penny. But these racketeers are not confined to the building 
industry. They are behind every “black market,” and their 
activities jump from food to amusement catering, from amusement 
to building, from building to clothing, wherever there may be 
short supply and long prices. Wherever these racketeers appear 
—and. they are very often brought into being or fostered by public 
authorities placing large-scale orders with them—they create 
trouble for those who regard themselves as the legitimate 
industry. Their bad work calls forth critical comment from the 
public, and the public do not discriminate between the good and 
the bad operator, but castigate all alike. The dirt thrown at the 
few sticks to the many. For that reason it is the policy of most 
tried and trusted trade organisations to expose and stamp out the 
evils introduced .by the racketeers before public opinion—easily 
persuaded that nationalisation is. the panacea for all evils— 
demands that ‘private enterprise itself be stamped out. 

Years. ago the building industry turned its attention to the 
problem of the ‘‘jerry builder,” but ‘‘action in restraint of 
trade” is illegal, and bie and means had to be found for pro- 
tecting the unknowledgeable purchasing public from the wiles of 
expensive and misleading advertising. The ‘“‘jerry builder” 
had to be made to mend his ways by the operation of the only 
law which he understood—the law of supply and demand—by 
assisting the public to demand good building construction and be 
assured of getting it. Five years ago the National House- 
Builders’ Registration Council was launched by the then Minister 
of Health, Sir Kingsley Wood. The initiative in the establish- 
ment of that Council had been taken by the National Federation 
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of .Building Trades Employers, and care was taken to ensure 
that the Council should contain comprehensive representation 
from all professional and industrial interests*in house building. 
The Council, who were assisted by observers from the Ministry 
of Health, drew up a scheme for the ‘* qualitative’’ registration 
of house builders, and for the certification of houses built by 
them which, after periodic inspection during construction, were 
found to comply with the standards of construction prescribed in 
the Council’s model specification. 

At the outset the scheme met with considerable opposition from 
certain quarters. Time has shown that-this opposition was due to 
misunderstanding on the part of some people of the true objects 
of the scheme; others there were who had good reason for appre- 
hension lest the scheme should interfere with the easy course of 
their own methods of business. 

In Spite of this opposition the intrinsic merits of the scheme of 
the National House-Builders’ Registration Council were such as 
to ensure the truly remarkable progress which, by the summer of 
1939, it had made. The Council’s register could fairly be said at 
that time to contain the names of all house builders of standing 
and repute. The opposition had, in fact, been worn down. By 
that time also the Buildmg Societies Act, 1939, had become law, 
and there is no doubt that, in framing the section of that Act 
under which advantageous terms are made possible in respect of 
houses which have been certified by a corporate body approved 
by the Ministry of Health for that purpose, the legislature had 
in mind a body such as this Council. 

The advent of the war has drastically curtailed house building, 
and consequently the functions of the Council in so far as they 
deal with the certification of new houses. The nucleus of the 
Council’s administratiye and technical organisation has, however, 
been kept in being (as it is engaged on other essential Govern- 
ment work), and therefore, whatever may have been justifiably 
said about the quality of the work turned out by some less scrupu- 
lous speculative builders in the past, there can now be no grounds 
for the generalisation of ‘‘ F.I.0.B.” that ‘‘ speculative work is 
always inferior to contract. work of the same class.” . In fact, the 
building industry has again shown an example to other industries 
by eliminating the racketeer. 











IN PARLIAMENT. 


Ministerial Staffs. 

Mr. A. Epwarps asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry: of 
Works and Buildings if, in view of the 
diminishing amount of building for 
which his department was. responsible, 
there was a proportionate reduction in 
his staff; and if he could give figures 
showing the number engaged to-day and 
a year ago? . 

Mr. Hicks said that during the expan- 
sion of the building programme the 
Ministry avoided large increases in staff 
by utilising to a considerable extent the 
services, on a commission basis, of 
firms in private practice. Up to the 
present time there had been no such 
diminution of work falling upon the staff 
of. the Ministry as would warrant a re- 
duction in that staff, but the question of 
staff in relation to work was under con- 
tinuous review. The total staff of the 
Ministry on January 1, 1942, was 12,720, as 
compared with 8,670 a year ago. He re- 
gretted that it was not possible readily 
to give separate figures for the staff em- 
ployed solely in connection with | the 
pbuilding programme. The increase indi- 
cated above was due almost entirely to 
the large expansion of existing services 
in connection with the construction, 
provision and maintenance of buildings 
and supplies required by civil depart- 
ments igenerally, as well as the large ex- 
tension of the activities of the Ministry 
in connection with such matters as Con- 
trol of Civil Building, Registration of 
Builders, Recovery of Salvage, etc. He 
should add that, while it was the case 
that the amount of new work undertaken 
by the Ministry was beginning rapidly to 


‘diminish, it would be some time before 


this diminution was reflected in ‘the 
amount of work actually in process. 


Fees Paid. 

Mr. MacLaren asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings with regard to the firm of 
Howard and Souster, architects, now en- 
gaged upon Government contracts, what, 
to date, was the total sum agreed to be 


paid to them as fees for professiorial 
work in connection with these contracts ? 

Mr. Hicks said that the total sum 
agreed to be paid, to date, for profes- 
sional services in connection with the 
commission held by the firm of Howard 
and Souster with his Department was 
approximately £8,100. 

Mr. .MacLaREN asked how many 
Government building contracts had been 
given to Richard Costain, Ltd.; and the 
total amount involved? 

Mr. Hicks said that during the past 12 
months, 20 contracts to the ,total value 
of approximately £1,560,000 had been. let 
by Government Departments to Richard 
Costain, Ltd. Four of these to the value 
of approximately £555,000 were let by the 
Ministry of Works. 

Mr. Strokes asked the Minister of 
Supply if he would state the value of 
the work undertaken for his Department 
by Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners dur- 
ing the year ended December 31, 1941, or 
convenient date, and the fees paid or 
credited to them during the same period ? 

Sir ANDREW DuNcaN said the value of 
the work supervised on_ behalf of the 
Ministry of Supply by the firm during 
1941 was about £9,200,000. A fee of 
£15,000 per annum was payable for the 
services of the firm and for all services, 
work and time of the principals of the 
firm. This fee also covered work super- 
vised on behalf of the Ministry of Works 
and Buildings. In addition, the firm 
were reimbursed the actual expenditure 
incurred for salaries and expenses of 
technical staff and other personnel em- 
ployed at the site, quantity surveyors and 
specialist consultants and an appropri- 
ate proportion of “ on-cost.”’ 

The estimated amounts payable to the 
firm for 1941 were £452,000 for actual ex- 
penditure incurred, and £11,000 for pro- 
portion of “ on-cost.”’ 


P. H. Currey, F.R.1.B.A. 

Mr. P. H. Currey, F.R.1.B.A., who 
practised as an architect in Derby for 
many ‘years and was’ secretary of the 
Derbyshire Archeological Society, has 
died at his residence at Little Eaton at. the 
age of 77. 


WAR SAVINGS — 


Ata ~~ of the War Savings Com- 
mittee of the Building, Civil Engineering 
and Allied Trades, held at Sanctuary- 
buildings, Westminster, on March 11, 
there were present: Mr. George Hicks, 
M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings (in the 
chair); Mr.. A. H. Adamson, London 
Master Builders’ Association; Mr. P.- 
Foddering (vice Mr. T. A. MacIntyre), 
National Federation of Specialists and 


Sub-Contractors; Mr. T. Pugh, National. 


Federation of Building Trades Operatives; 
Mr. E. R. Riley (Messrs. John Laing and 
Co., Ltd.); r. R. . Ryder (Sir 
Alexander Gibb and Partners); and Mr. 
W. T. Creswell, K.C., honorary secretary. 

It was agreed that’ Mr. T. Howarth, 
O.B.E., J.P., the new President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, should be invited to join the 


. Committee. 


A Progress Report before the Committee 
for consideration mainly dealt with the 
action taken in respect of the organisation 
of War Savings Groups on large building 
contracts and with the response to the 
‘““Target’’ of £1,000,000 set by the 
industry recently towards the purchase 
of one hundred cruiser tanks. It gave full 
details of the methods employed by a 
large number of firms and the success 
obtained by them in the formation of 
Savings Groups. Details were given of 
certain firms which had shown less interest 
in the matter. 

The Committee stressed the need for 
making direct contact with the heads of 
a firm at the outset in ordér to secure 
directly, through them, an _ effective 
approach to their employees. The proposal 
to obtain the services of full-time War 
Savings organisers on very large sites was 
generally approved. The great assistance 
which had been given by Mr. Hicks, as 
Chairman of the Committee, was referred 
i, and he was specially thanked for his 
help. 
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EMERGENCY INQUIRY 
BUREAU 


Questions from readers arising out of War- 
time difficulties and recent Emergency 
legislation will be answered -by a special 
staff of contributors. Questions, addressed 


to the Editor, should be accompanied by 


a stamped addressed envelope. 


Claim for War Damage. 
Sm,—A house standing on Crown 
Lands in the London area. was damaged 
by bombs and a claim for repairs was put 


in on a builder's estimate of £185. The’ 
Council, after doing the first-aid repairs,» . 


received a grant from the Treasury and 
offered to do the structural repairs if I 
was not in a position to do them. These 
were eventually carried,out at a cost of 
* £270. 

This left the house good structurally, 
with roofs, doors, windows, etc., in good 
order. Before it should be: possible to 
live in it the house must have at least one 
coat of paint and some distemper or paint 
in practically every room. The surveyor 
who examined it said it would take at 
least the minimum sum allowed of £100. 
The surveyor took the C2. Claim Form 
and said he would fill it up and send it 
in for me, and, as far as I am aware, 
did 80. ‘ ; 

The point at issue is—am I able to 
claim any money to make this house 
habitable as I have no money to finish 
the job? If I instruct_a decorator to. do 
the necessary work, ‘can I claim the 
money afterwards? Or is it necessary 
for me to fill tn a fresh C2 form and try 
again ? A. R. 

A correspondent writes : Querist’s sur- 
veyor would assist her generally in her 


difficulties. The ‘‘one coat of paint and . 


some distemper or paint in practically 
every room” should have been included 
in the original claim. If these were not, 
then a supplementary claim should now 
be made if, as she says, the work . is re- 
quired to make the house “‘ possible to 
live in” and to preserve the woodwork 
and ironwork, and to put the property in 
the condition in which it was immediately 
before the war damage. Mere ‘“‘ beautify- 
ing’ or decoration, I am afraid, she will 
not succeed in claiming. 


Air-Raid Shelters: Question of Contract. 
Sm,—I am erecting air-raid shelters for 
a local council, and have been instructed 
to build several of them on positions not 
shown on plans. Am I right in believing 
that the contract is broken? READER. 
A correspondent writes: If, as stated, 
there has been an alteration in the sites 
of certain of the shelters, then in respect 
to them there is a breach of the contract. 
_ This, of course, is a question of fact. 
Much depends on whether the site plan 
was part of the contract or not. It is not 
thought, on what is stated, that the 
breach of the contract goes to the root of 
the contract, and that he can treat the 
whole contract as at an end: He should, 
however (and is entitled to), claim as 
‘extra’ the reasonable expense incurred 
by ‘him’ by the alteration in the sites of 
the shelters concerned. 


Requisitioned Railings—Compensation. 

Sm,—The inquiry under the initials 
“‘R. H.” and the reply by*your corre- 
spondent (The Builder, March 13) can be 
enlarged upon to the following extent :— 

I enclose herewith Form No. 2, which 
is a copy of a printed circular which, 
although distributed by the Borough En- 
gineers and: Surveyors of Local Authori- 
ties, is quite clearly supplied to them by 


the Minister of Supply when application | 


, 
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is made for compensation under the Com- - | 
pensation (Defence) Act, 1939, and calls ° 


for the completion of Form 5, of which 
a typical copy is also enclosed herewith. 
[These documents are not reprinted owing 
to: lack of space.—Ep.] . 

It will be observed that the Minister of 
Supply is. prepared to offer payment at 
the rate of 25s. per ton, and if the aver- 
age weight of a set of gates and railings 
is taken at tw hundredweight, the amount 
of the compensation would be 2s. 6d. The 
question of whether it is justice to” pay 
scrap-metal value for a finished article 
which is,.serving a useful purpose need 
not be discussed here, 

You will observe, moreover, that the 
circular indicates that the only person 
competent to put forward a claim is the 
freeholder and not the tenant or lessee, 
however..long the duration of the lease 
might be, and I have been informed by 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners that it 
is not the intention of the Commissioners, 
as freeholders, to prefer a' claim for com- 
pensation; although very large numbers of 
their lessees have been, deprived of their 
ironwork, This information is given to 
indicate the official attitude on. this 


question. 
For Atten & Norris, Lrp., 
London, W.6. * P. C. Harris. 


Ministry of Works Appointments. 

Lord Portal, Minister of Works and 
Buildings; has made the following appoint- 
ments :— 

Buildings Materials Board:—Chairman 
of the Board : Sir Harold Howitt, D.R.O., 
M.C., F.C.A., partner of Messrs. Peat, 
Marwick Mitchell and Co., chartered 
accountants. 

Director of Cement (in succession to 
Lord Wolmer): Mr. J. Norman Daynes, 
K.C., Chairman of the Coal Tribunal. 


B.S. Specifications. 

The following B.S. Specifications are 
issued: Flexible Cables for Electric Lifts 
(977), and Summary of. British and 
American Specifications for Non-ferrous 
Metals (1007).' Copies, price respectively 
2s. 3d. and. 1l1s., post free, from the 
B.S.I., 28, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 
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THE BRICK INDUSTRY 


SIMMONDS COMMITTEE REPORT. 


Tue first reporf® of the Committee 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Oliver 
Simmonds, M.P.—appointed by the 
Minister of Works to report on the 
action to be taken for increased efli- 
ciency and economy in the manufac- 
ture of bricks, and to ensure the neces- 
sary. supplies of bricks for both war 
time and post-war probable demands 
—was issued last week (First Report 
of the Committee on the Brick Indus- 
try: Stationery Office, 6d. net). For the 
purpose of the inquiry, bricks are de- 
fined as walling units which (a) consist 
of any hard and durable inorganic sub- 
stance; (b) are suitable for building 
and bonding; and (c) can: be manipu- 
lated by one hand. Refractory blocks 
are not included nor, in its .initial 
stages, are hollow blocks.or glazed 
bricks. The Committee was appointed 
on September 15 last, and the report 
was made on December 8. 


Summary or RecomMEnpations: The 
main recommendations may be sum- 
marised as follows :— ~ 


(a) The current total output of bricks 
should be decreased by 124 per cent. 
and 4 per cent. by the closure under 
compulsory order of specific brick- 
works, or in the case of large works 
by reduction of productivity. The 4 
per cent. would he a_ temporary 
measure to produce a reduction of 
stocks by an amount .equal to one 
week’s supply. 

(b) A scheme should be established for 
contribution towards the care and 
maintenance of works closed under 
compulsory order or with approval of 
the Minister. 

(c) Unless essential output is to be 
jeopardised, the maximum release to 
the Forces which the industry might 
be called on to make under the pre- 
sent arrangements of reservation, de- 
ferment and release from the Forces 
is only possible if there is a more 
comprehensive transfer of labour than 
at present appears practicable. It is 
essential that the closest possible con- 
sultation with managers of works 
should take place before transfers are 
made. 
The loss of men by the industry on 
account of calling-up for the Forces’ or 
other national work of a number in 
excess of those transferred from closed 
works should be made up by the em- 
ployment, under specified conditions, 
of women of a suitable type in the 
ratio of three women for each two men 
replaced, but subject to a limit so 
that the. proportion of women to total 
operatives in the industry does not in 
the immediate future exceed 20 per 
cent. 


(d 


~— 


. 
~~ 


(e 
common brick throughout Great 
Britain. 4 


Points from the report are : The number 
of undertakings producing bricks in 
December, 1938, May, 1941, and Novem- 
ber, 1941, were respectively 907, 634 and 
604. The number of works operated at 
the same periods were 1,147, 821, 781; thus 
366 works have been closed since 1938— 
representing 124 per cent. of the national 
output. The turnover of the industry in 
1935 was approximately £16 millions. The 
capital invested is variously estimated at 
sums upwards of £25 millions. The 
approximate percentage proportionate 
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production of common, engineering and 
facing bricks in 1938"as compared to Janu- 
ary-May, 1941, was—85.2 : 93.0; 2.6: 3.0; 
and 12.2: 4.0. Comparison of output of 
all. bricks in January-June, 1938, and 
January-May, 1941, was 578,000,000 ‘to 
-380,000,000. 

The total personnel engaged numbered 
52,800 in 1938; 34,290 in May, 1941; and 
33,074 in October, 1941. The suggested 
reductions of output.are estimated to re- 
lease 5,429 men, of whom 3,111 will be 
available to be moved to replace fit men 
between 25-34 in works remaining in pro- 
duction, provided the Minister of Labour 
will arrange for this transfer. A recom- 
mendation is made that there should be 
one size of common brick throughout 
Great Britain, and that Type IL of B.S.S. 
No. 657—1941 should be adopted. . The 
dimensions of this brick are 83 in. by 
4% in. by 28 m., with } in. tolerance 
in len and .+ ;‘in. in “the_ other 
dimensions. 





This report, prepared in 12 weeks, is 
a useful and comprehensive survey of 
’ the brick industry. Principal interést 
will centre round the recommenda- 

tions for the closure of works. Lists, 
we understand, have already been 
prepared, and it is suggested that the 
Minister of Works should notify the 
é undertakings, so ‘that an appeal (to be 
considered by a number of technical 
and industrial representatives). could 
be made. If efficiency. and economy 
(together with the needs of the Armed 
Forces for man-power) demand it, we 
doubt whether the industry will wish 


to resist the recommendation—par- 


ticularly if -a scheme for care and 
maintenance of compulsorily closed 
works is put into operation, as recom- 
mended: But it may be questioned 
whether, in the national interest, the 
Committee is on the right lines in pro- 
posing “‘an equal degree of contrac- 
tion throughout the country . . . each 
group of makers in the industry to be 
affected equally by the scheme.” 
After certain exceptions based on 
topographical distribution and_ local 
needs have been met, the strict test 
’ ‘should surely be—efficiency. It is, at 
the best, uneconomic that a rule of 
equal contraction should be.applied to 
out-of-date and efficient works -alike. 
Such a recommendation, it will be 
felt, is hardly on all fours with .the 
Committee’s terms of reference, which 
were “‘ to consider . . . the action to be 


taken for increased efficiency . and ° 
economy in the manufacture of 
bricks.”” This would seem to have 


been outweighed by the following «in- 
struction “‘and to ensure the neces- 
sary supplies for both war time and 
post-war probable demands.”’ 


“*The Builders.” 


Readers may be interested to know that 
the bricklayer, Mr. Charlie Fielding, who 
takes the “‘ star’ part in the Ministry of 
Information film, ‘‘ The Builders,’ from 
which we reproduced a “‘ still ’’ last week, 
is employed by Messrs. H. Bradford and 
Sons, Ltd., building contractors, of 
Dalston. Mr. Fielding, who is obviously 
a born actor, made such a success of his 
part that he has been invited to broadcast 
in ‘‘In Town To-night’’ on March 28. 
‘The film will be released about March 23. 
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“HOURS OF WORK AND 


LABOUR WASTAGE 


Tue Medical Research Council of the 
Industrial Health Research Board have 
issued a report, “‘ Hours of Work, Lost 
Time and Labour Wastage ’’ (Stationery 
Office, price 6d. net), which gives the 
results of an investigation made in a num- 


ber of munition factories: during the 22 
war months ending June, 1941. General 
conclusions reached are : 


1. The results of ihis inquiry show that 
the time lost by factory workers through 
sickness, injury and absence without per- 
mission, when undisturbed by extraneous 
factors, varied with the weekly hours of 
work. It was usually low when the hours 


_ of work were less than 60 per week, but 


increased as the hours increased up to 75. 


2. The findings suggest that, over an 
extended period, the weekly hours of work 
should generally not exceed 60 to 65 for 
men and 55 to 60 for women. 


5, In all the groups the workers were 


‘ stimulated to an increased output after the 


collapse of France, and although it was 
physiologically impossible to maintajn the 
maximum, level reached, output in nearly 
every case has since remained above the 
previous level. 

4. The beneficial effects of a reduction in 
excessive hours of work, together with the 
inauguration of staggered holidays, were 
reflected in an increase in the rate of 
working afterwards. 

5. Labour wastage varied considerably 
from one factory to another. Some of the 
conditions leading to 4 high rate were the 
employment of women unaccustomed to 
factory work, or married women whose 
domestic responsibilities prevented satis- 
factory’ adjustment to factory life; diffi- 
culties of shopping and getting suitable 
meals, and..the pte Te of transport, were 
important in this connection. 


6., Women, on the whole, lost more time 
than men, for reasons such as those given. 

7. In conclusion, when it is remembered 
that many workers lived far from the 
factories, and had to. face air-raids.when 
travelling to and from work; that some 
had lost their homes and had to sleep in 
improvised shelters; and that often they 
had to wait outside in the cold and rain 
because of inadequate transport arrange- 
ments, the time-keeping of the factory per- 
sonnel studied deserves high praise, 
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BUILDING PROBLEMS 
TO COME 


A ROTARY CLUB ADDRESS. 


In the course of an address which he 
gave recently to the Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Rotary Club,.Mr.-C. <A. Harpine, 
B.A. (Glas.), F.R.I.B.A., M-L.Struct.E., 
envisioned many of the likely requirements 
of post-war life and made suggestions for 
meeting them, ' 

There would, he said, be a demand for 
easily, run and comfortable houses with 
low maintenance costs and _ pleasing 
appearance, and the new materials, no less 
than the change in the social structure, 
which was even now perceptible, would 
have to be expressed in no uncertain 
terms. Matters that should be early 
arranged were such as air pollution and 
the supply of hot water as a recognised 
utility service; the clarification and co- 
ordination of Building Codes so as to give 
flexibility in design; the recognition that 
transport facilities and traffic require- 
ments, road, rail and air, were national 
and not regional or parochial questions, 
and: should be dealt with on the broadest 
lines to ensure harmony and speed in 
application, and possibly a relaxed stan- 
dard for short-term building under ade- 
quate safeguards. On the other hand, it 
must be realised that the ordered regi- 
mentation of buildings and starkness in 
design, which, in a few isolated instances, 
might» appear daring and piquant, were 
likely ‘to cause dissatisfaction if repeated 
in large numbers and with widespread 
application of similar units. The aim 
should be here to bring some of the 
country into the town and not to reverse 
the process. 

If the arrears of housing improvement 
and slum clearance arising from suspension 
during three, four, or maybe more years 
of hostilities, together with the roads and 
public services and the factory and other 
reconstruction programmes, and ‘the -re- 
housing of large areas where the damage 
had made total rebuilding .essential, were 
to be overtaken in a reasonable period 
after the conclusion of hostilities, the most 
careful study of time in relation to the 
work to be done and the number of opera- 
tives must be made. Waste could not be 
permitted, nor the happy-go-lucky habits 
of changing various details as the work 
proceeded. Patching after the trades, 
such as. electricians, plumbers and en- 
gineers, must be ruthlessly eradicated. 


The amount of time to, be spent on any 


job. in man-hours must be reduced: to the 


‘ minimum both in: thesshop and on the site, 


and the most economical use made of 
transport for both men and’ materials. 
Waste must be prevented as rigorously as 
in war time. This would mean the most 
careful design, planning and detailing. 


‘ Units, whatever the size, would have to be 


flexible and of widest application, and 
at the same time, not too large,.too heavy, 
nor too awkward for speedy transportation 
and easy erection. The arrangements for 
site manipulation in the smoothest_ 
manner and without waste of time would 


, require careful organisation and control. 


Many of the large war-time industrial 
groups and factory buildings constructed 
for and during the war would have to con- 
tinue in production, and changed employ- 
ment would have to be found for large 
numbers of operatives, many of whom 
could undertake the manufacture of mass- 
produced housing units. 

One thing only was clear: that was. 
that the changes now being effected would 
alter all previous standards so much that 
some years must elapse before the situa- 
tion could become static. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Aluminous Cement. 

The Minister of Works and Buildings 
announces that, in consequence of, im- 
provements in the supply position, 
it has been possible to discontinue the 
procedure whereby supplies of aluminous 
cement could only be Obtained by an 
application supported by a. certificate 
from the appropriate Government De- 
partment or other authority.. Supplies of 
the cement may accordingly now be 
ordered in the normal way through 
ordinary trade channels whenever its use 
is essential to expedite work of national 
importamee, At the same time the need 


for economy in the use of aluminous’: 


cement continues, and its use should be 
restricted to the type of case referred to in 
the pesoting paragraph. If difficulty 
should be experienced in obtaining sup- 
plies in such cases, particulars of. the 
orders, and a statement of the justifica- 
tion for the use of the cement, should be 
furnished to the Director of Cement, 
Minist of Works, Lambeth Bridge 
House, London, 8.E.1, who will give every 
assistance possible. 


Iron and Steel Distribution Scheme. 

The AS aE of Works wishes to draw 
attention to the following points in con- 
nection with the procedure announced in 
November, 1941, for simplifying the work- 
ing of the Iron and Steel Distribution 
Scheme by the issue of bulk iron and 
steel authorisations ‘for small orders of 
manufactured articles required primarily 
for the building industry. 

1. The “small orders ” arrangement :— 

(a) Applies only to orders for manu- 
factured articles (or fitted and 
finished goods) containing in all 
1 cwt. or less of iron and steel 
combined in each order. 

(b) Does not apply to iron and steel 
in the forms listed in the First 
Schedule to the Contro! of Iron 
and Steel (No. 15) Order—e.g., 
plain or rough castings, cast-iron 
pipes, steel tubes, bolts, nuts, 
rivets, wire rope, etc.; the “ small 
lots ” exemption under the No. 15 
Order (¢.g., 5 cwt. of rough cast- 
ing, 2 cwt. of Wire rope, etc.) is 
unaltered and small quantity 
certificates must still be obtained 
from consumers in appropriate 
cases. 

2. The limit of 1 cwt. under the arrange- 
meni applies to the ultimate consumer 
and not to the merchant or retailer (but 
see paragraph 4 below). 

3. The purpose of the Form of Certifi- 

cate 8.Q.C. to be used by merchants and 
retailers when making periodical applica- 
tions for replacement of their stock of 
manufactured articles is to ensure that 
supplies are used only for essential pur- 
poses. In the case of individual orders 
sent direct to manufacturers a letter 
explaining the essentiality of the’ order 
would be adequate. 
_ 4. Manufactured articles such as cast- 
iron baths, ranges, stoves, etc., which in- 
dividually weigh more than 1 cwt. are 
obviously not covered by the “small 
orders” arrangement. 

5. In the case of manufactured articles 


in short supply (e.g., hinges), it should ~ 


be noted that the manufacturers are not 
in a position to increase the ration 
allowed to wholesalers, merchants and 
retailers for the essential requirements 
of the home civil. trade. 

6. The Manufactured Articles for which 
the Ministry of Works and Buildin 
(Headquarters—A.8. 69) issues bulk 
authorisations of iron and steel to manu- 
facturers for production for (a) small 
orders (all essential purposes other than 
exports)-and/or (b) essential home civil 
trade (excluding work subject to licence 
under Regulation 56a) are :— 

Stoves, grates, ranges and cooking 
apparatus (solid fuel). 

Oil heaters and cookers. 

Cast-iron hot-water boilers (including 
gas-fired boilers used for central heat- 
ing), radiators and radiator fittings and 
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other manufactured apparatus and. acces- 


sories used in connection with central 
heating installations). ° : 

Cast-iron baths, sanitary cisterns and 
other sanitary cast-iron and steel goods. 

Galvanised furnace fans (and. swill 
boilers) except if forming part of a fur- 
nace or. other plant. 

Steel rain-water goods. 

Pumps for domestic and agricultural 
water supplies. 

Builders’ Ironmongery: Gate fittings, 
door springs' and checks, door belts 
(wrought iron), door plates, door letter- 
boxes, handles and knockers, locks and 
hinges (except furniture locks and hinges 
and locks for cases), latches, hasps and 
staples, shelf brackets. other items of 
builders’ ironmongery. 

Steel flush pipes. 

Expanded metal for goods for purposes 
not covered by the M.H.S. and not being 
machine-guards. 

Metal windows and window fittings, 
skylights, rooflights ventilators - and 
ventilator frames. : 

Exterior fencing. Steel ladders for 
attachment to chimneys or buildings, 
cable racks and hangers, cowl ventilators, 
wall ties, slating clips and other roofing 
fittings, rolling shutters and fittings, 
sanitary fittings, gutter fittings, sliding 
door fitments, iron and steel reinforce- 
ment for pre-cast concrete products, 
tanks, cisterns and cylinders other than 
those of. a kind commonly forming part 
of industrial plant. This non-industrial 
equipment would not normally exceed 
1,000 gallon capacity for cisterns and 100 


gallon capacity for cylinders and tanks,’ 


and would be manufactured from 


_ materials of 3/16 in. plate or less, elec- 


trical heaters of a fixed type (i.e., ineor- 
porated in the strueture of buildings), 
unit heaters and convectors, and venti- 
lating and air-conditioning equipment 
(fixed type) other than that required for 
processing purposes, 
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“* A SHORT ECONOMIC LIFE 
FOR BUILDING ” 


GLOUCESTER ARCHITECT’S 

' - SUGGESTIONS. 

In an address on ‘‘ Progressive Rebuild- 
ing,” given at a recent meeting of the 
Gloucester Rotary Club, Mr. J. Wiison- 
MackINnTOSH. advocated a revision of the 
existing principles of building design and 
construction. Architects, he said, shad 
attempted to construct for future needs of 
which ‘they knew nothing, and did not 
consider the prohibitive cost of demolish- 
ing their work, should the need arise. 

Architects should plan for present needs 
only and design their buildings for a short 
economic life. ‘‘ Progressive Rebuilding ”” 
on those lines would ensure thai in future 
architects would not be restricted by past 
work. It would also provide a clear field 
upon which scientific brains could operate 
and avoid a complete relapse in the future. 

A complete revision. of building codes 
and a revolution in design and construc- 
tion were necessary in order to effect such 
a scheme, ad. post-war reconstruction 
offered an outstanding opportunity for 
such a reorganisation. 

The system of short economic life had 
already been applied successfully in 
American car production and _ other 
spheres. Architects must prove. that. it 
was applicable also to buildings. When 
progressive rebuilding was accepted © by 
architects as the solution of many of their 
problems, the research departments and 
manufacturers could be relied upon to pro- 
duce’ materials with which to build eco- 
nomically to the architect’s requirements. 


COMMERCIAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION | 


A ONE-DAY CONFERENCE. 

Tue British Association for. Commer- 
cial and Industrial Education will hold a 
one-day conference on March 27, at the 
Connaught Rooms, Great _ Queen-street, 
W.C.2, on the subject of ‘‘ From School to 
Work: Education, Recruitment and 
Training for Industry and Commerce.” 
The introduction and welcome will be by 
the Rt. Hon. R. A. Butler, M.P. (Presi- 
dent of the Board of Education). The 
speaker at the first, session (‘* Preparatiov 
for Industry ’’) will be Mr. W. Davis, 
whose subject will be ‘‘ Education for the 
Building Trade.” “The Bristol Com- 
mercial Education Experiment’’ will be 
dealt with at the second session by Mr. 
L. E: Lowe, and at the third. session 
(‘‘ The Education and Training of the New 
Employer”) the subject, ‘ Apprentice- 
ship for all Juvenile Workers in 
Industry,” will be introduced by Mr. 
H. W. Locke. The Chairmen at _ the 
sessions will be Mr. A. N. Dove, J.P., 
Councillor F. C. Williams and Mr. E. 
Watson Smyth. 

Sir Francis A. Beane (Chairman of the 
Association) will preside at the luncheon 
and again at the annual meeting. Promin- 
ent educationists and industrialists have 
undertaken to open discussions at each 
session. The conference p ings will 
be summarised by Mr. E. 8. Byng (Vice- 
Chairman). Full particulars are obtain- 
able from Mr. C. A. Harrison, B.A., Cad- 
bury Bros., Ltd., Bournville, Birmingham, 
30. : 


Restriction of Engagement Order 
Contravention. 

George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., contrac- 
tors, of Denham, Bucks, were fined £116 
at Beaconsfield on March 17 for employing 
three men other than through the Labour 
Ministry.—Daily Papress. ‘ 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not 
included in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the head of paragraphs.are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING. 
: MARCH 25. 

Hyde 1T.C.—Supply of labour and 
materials in all trades for conversion 
of premises as céntral kitchen and store. 
T. H. Higson, B. E. and 8S. Dep. £1 1s. 


MARCH 26. 
Erith T.C.—Protected control room. 
B. E and &. Dep. £1 1s. 
Rochdale C.B.—Adaptation of premises 
for use as British restaurant. B. S. 


MARCH 27 


Omagh R.D.C.—Repairs to 17 labourers’ 
cottages. Clerk’s Office. 
MARCH 30. 

Andover T.C.—Extension of ladies’ pub- 
lic conveniences at Guildhall. B. S. 
i. £1 Is. 

everley R.D.C.—Two pairs of houses 
at Etton. E. and S. .Dep. 1 1s. 

Chigwell U.D.C.—Extension and adap- 
tation of existing building in Buckhurst 
Hill as British restaurant. H. Mileson, 
A.R.I.B.A., 147, High-rd., Loughton, 
Essex. : 

Southampton C.B. — Construetion of 
two brick-built switchhouses. W. G. 
Turner, B. E. E. Dep. £11s. (Additional 
documents 10s. 6d. each.) 

APRIL 1. 

Cheshire C.C—Erection and comple- 
tion of day and night nurseries. E. M. 
Parkes, County Architect, The Castle, 
Chester. Dep. £1 1s 

APRIL 7. 

Cork Commissioners of Public Works — 
Erection of station for Garda Siochana. 
G. P.: Fagan, Secretary, Office of Public 
Works, Dublin Dep. £1. 

*Romford T.C.—Six 24-person com- 
munal shelters on various sites. B; E. 
and S. Dep. £1 1s. 

APPRIL 10. 

*Leeds T.C.—Completion of (1) 100 
houses; (2) 54 houses; (3) 46 houses. 
R, A. H. Livett, (A.), Housing Director, 
Priestley House, Quarry Hill, Leeds, 9. 
Dep. £6, 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 
MARCH 23. . 

Beddington and Wallington 1.C.—Ex- 
ternal painting at 69 houses. B. 8., Town 
Hall, Wallington. 

MARCH 30. 

Bury C.B.—Installation of heating and 
hot water supply (low pressure hot water 
system), and electrical installation at 
Youth Centre. B. E. Dep. 10s. per 
section. 2 


APRIL 2. 
Brierfield U.D.C.—External painting of 
92 houses. E, and S. 
APRIL 4. 
Orpington. U.D.C.—External painting 
decorating and repair work to 224 houses. 
T. Watson, E. and S. Dep. £1 1s. 


MATERIALS. 
MARCH 23. 
Birkenhead C.B. Road materials, etc. 
B, E. and §&. 
Burnley T.C. — Road materials, etc. 
B. E. and §. 
Normanton U.D.C.—Road materials, ete. 


s. : 
Pudsey T.C.—Road Materials, etc. B. S. 
Ramsbottom U.D.C.—Road materials. 


E. and S. 
MARCH 25. 
Ogmore and Garw_ U.D.C. — Road 
materials, etc. E. and S. 
MARCH 27. 
Huyton-with-Roby U.D.C. — Road 
materials, etc. E. and S. 
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é MARCH 30. 
Abertillery U.D.C.—Road materials, ete. 
E. and §. 


MARCH 31. 
Monmouthshire C.C.—Road_ materials, 
ete. County S. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme._ T.C. — Road 
materials, ete. B. 8. 
APRIL 11. 
Glasgow T.C.—Road materials, etc. 
— of Public Works (Room 81), City- 
chbrs. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 
MARCH 28. 

Larne T.C.—Draining and concreting at 
Municipal abattoir. Town 
Office. 

West ig €.C.—Construction of 
bridge. West Riding S., County ‘Hall, 
Wakefield. Dep. £1. 

MARCH 31. 

Esher U.D.C.—Two new percolating 

fillets and humus tank. E. and S. Dep. 


2s. 
j : APRIL 7. : 
Wiltshire C.C.—Reconstruction of a 
bridge. County S., Trowbridge. Dep. £2, 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 
MARCH 23. 

North Riding C.C.—Surface dressing of 
580 miles of cOunty roads. County S. 

Poulton-le-Fylde U.D.C.—Surface tar- 
ring and gritting of 20,000 yds. W. G. 
Woolley, 8., Sup. of Roads, Council 
Offices, Church-st. Tenders to Clerk. 

‘MARCH 27. 

Bucks C.C.—Construction of single con- 
crete carriageway. County Surveyor. 
County Offices, Aylesbury. p. £20 

MARCH 30. 

Romford T.C.—(a) 10 circular steel and 
concrete tanks; (b) reinforced concrete 
basin. E. and S. Dep. £1 1s. in respect 
of either (a) or (b). 

MARCH 31, 

Nottingham T.C.—Erection of large 
centrifugal borehole and booster pumps, 
ete. .B. W. Davies, E. and General 
Manager, Water Dept., Castle-boulevard, 
Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 

Widnes T.C.—Laying of approx. 1,350 
yds. of 18 in. cast-iron concrete-lines class 
““B” water pipes. Chas. E. Dickinson, 
Gas and Water E. and Manager, Gas 
Works. Dep. £1 1s. 

APRIL 1. : 

Atherton U.D.C.—Supply and laying of 
surface dressing for road surfaces. S. 
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; APRIL 2. 

Winchester T.C.—Surface dressing of 

roads City E. : 
APRIL 4. 

Pembrokeshire C.C.—Road widening 
scheme. County S., Willesden House, 
Haverfordwest. Dep. £5 5s. 

APRIL 7. 

*Luton T.C.—(a) Ferro-concrete access- 
rd., (b) Ferro-conecrete access-rd., (c) Nine 
twin compartment switch houses, Rennie 
Dean, Gen. Manager and Chief E,, Elec- 
Pie sg Offices, St, Mary’s-rd., Luton. Dep. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 
MARCH 24. 

Leeds T.C,. — Temporary Surveyor’s 

Clerk (male). W. S. Cameron, City E. 
* NO DATE. 

*Miners’ Welfare Commission.—Quan- 
tity Surveyors: or Assistants. Miners’ 
Welfare Commission, Ashley Court, Ash- 
tead, Surrey. 


A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON. : 
West Ham.—T.C. placed contract with 
W. J. Jerran, Ltd., Sandford Works, East 
Ham, E.6, at £1,110 for erection of four 
surface shelters at schools and adaptation 
of cloakroom for protection of children. 


PROVINCIAL. 

Aberystwyth. — Accepted tender for 
erection of mortuary at Borth has been 
withdrawn, and R.D.C. has accepted 
tender of -T.. Jones & Son, ole, 
Aberystwyth, at £239, for the work. 

Blackburn.—T.C. received approval for 
extension of the disinfecting station, at 
£376. Plans by W. Pickstone, B.E. 

Boston.—T.C. and R.D.C:- propose joint 
scheme for improvements to mortuary at 
P.A.C. Institution, Boston. Plans by 
D. C. Cockerill, B.S. 

Coventry. — T.C. propose extension of 
rest centre accommodation by erection of 
hutments. Plans by D. E. E. Gibson 
(A.), City Architect, la, Warwick-row. 

Hastings. — T.C. placed contract with 
Eldridge & Cruttenden, at £635, for con- 
struction of two shelters. 

Limehurst. — R.D.C. propose to 
strengthen additional communal shelters. 
Plans: by R. Fisher, S. 

Manchester. — T.C. approved: Water 
tank. TT. A. Fitton & Son, 19, Chapel- 
walks, Cross-st., architects. 

Middleton.—T.C. propose adaptation of 
old Liberal club premises for central 
first-aid depot. 

Mossley.—T.C. to adapt depot for A.R-P. 
department. 

Newcastle.on-Tyne. — J. S. Dunn, 472, 
Westgate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, secured 
contract, at £147, for removal and re- 
erection of A.R.P. hut at Benwell Col- 
liery, for City Council_—Edward Thomp- 
son, 12, Grey-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
secured contract, at £302, for strengthen- 
ing of basement shelter, for City Council. 

Northamptonshire. — peor pr | Com- 
mittee propose : Improvement of first-aid 
post, Wellingborough; erection of 
wardens’ posts at Kettering and Rush- 
den; garage at Corby. 

Stretford.—T.C. propose: Strengthening 
basement at public hall for a shelter; 
additional water-storage tank. 

Swinton and Pendlebury.—T.C. propose 
shelter accommodation at F.A.P. 

Tavistock,—U.D.C. placed contract with 
J. Kerswill .& Son, Tavistock, at £275, for 
five circular static water tanks and three 
rectangular tanks. 

York.—T.C. propose gas-cleansing unit 


at hospital. 
SCOTLAND. 

Falkirk..— Stirling and Clackmannan 
A.R.P. Joint Authority placed contract 
with D. Ramsay & Son, Polmont, for 
cleansing station and depot with garage, 
ete. Plans by Clark Fyfe, A.R.I.A.5., 
Chief Architect. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by T. Somers, 
Municipal-bldgs., for shelters. 

Grangemouth. — Scheme in hand for 
laundry for Stirling and Clackmannan 
A.R.P. Joint Authority... Plans by Clark 
Fyfe, A.R.I.A4.S., Chief Architect. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, 1942 
[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 



















Ashford (Middlesex). . 
* Ashington 
Ashtead 


Birmingham. ........ 
Bishop Auckland .... 


Bishop’s Stortford. . .. 
































Eastbourne 
E. Glam. (Mon. Val.) 
East Grinstead 








|Felixstowe 


Flint 

Folkestone .......... 
|Frinton-on-Sea 
|Frome 
Gainsborough 















































Isle of Thanet ...... 
Isle of Wight ........ 





Macclesfield 
Maidenhead .. 
Maidstone .... 


& 
R 





UNE WE os ino bare 6 
Market Harborough 
RRR 
Melton C tabl. ne 
Melton Mowbray .... 
Merthyr 
Middlesbrough 
Middleton .... 
Middlewich .. 
Milford Haven 














Newark-on-Trent .... 





/S% ||Newbury............ 





|Newcastle-on-Tyne an 
Ocean seminoma rq 




















|New Forest. ........ 9 
iMesean Mos: ane Vit 1/64 |Wellington R.D. ....| 1/104 i/s 
|\Newport Pagnell ..../ 1/9 1/44 |Welwyn .........--, 1/10 Hs 
||Northampton he coed 1/11 | 1/64 |Welwyn Gar. City 1/il | 1/ 
[Norwich .......... 1/11 | 1/63, |Wells (Norfolk) 1/74 | 1/34 
\Nottingham ........ 1/11 1/64 |West Bromwich | 1/il 1/ 
Nuneaton SS ae 1/il | 1/63 Maton sop ioe at 
eo eS ree 1/9 1/5. sj weston-supersmiare .. 
or SEE vat Ve RVepORRER «0-2 + 228 We Vig 
Ormskirk 222222222 Wil | 1/ cymouth = ........ | ol is 
Oatend .ccarcssessve 1/104) 1/5 | Whitby | i) 
re 2 1/95 | 1/S || Whiteiable 1 
Paignton. .......... 1/104, 1/52. |y moe 1) 
Peterborough ...... 1/ a 1/52 Wigton 1/5 
Bees oe i aoe Vs 
or eccepe apa | 4/il Wilmslow 1/64 
ery Ni igs wie |. 1/ : 1/64 Winchester 1/5 
rt Talbot ........ | 1/1 Oo ll as 
(Portsmouth ........ | 1/104, 1/58 Winae 1/54 
DONT cs van ue giiae rn 1/il Vad Wisbech 1/ 
|\Pulborough* ........ 1/9 1/ Witham 1/ 
|Ramsgate .......... 1/9 1/42 |Woking ‘1/5 
eading ..... 1/1 1/52 |Wokingha' 1/43 
|Redditch ..... 1/1 1/52 |Wolverha: 1/64 
[Redhill Oe tiwidie 1/94 1/5 Woodbridge 1/44 
[RIPON ....- +... eee Va 1/5 |lWorcester 1/53 
Rochdale .......... 1/ 1/64 Workington 1/5 
Rochester Saar aiehs 1/10 | 4/3 Worksop 1/33 
_ 7 ee eererccccce 1/104 1/5 | wd st 
\St. Helens 1/11 | 1/6% '\Wroxham 1/44 
St. Neots... 1/8t | 1/48 lWycombe .......... 1/1 1/34 
\Saffron Walden 1/8 1/4 Wymondham ...... 1/8 i/4 
Salisbury City 1/ 1/42 | , 
\Salisbury Plain 1/1 L/S. TeOVE oc scccscccws 1/94 | 1/5 
‘Sawbridgeworth 1/94 B/S: TWork. .. raved cccece 1/il 1/ 64 






























































Crafts-| Lab- Crafts-| Lab- 
men. | ourers. men. | ourers. 
1/9 1 Saxmundham........ 1/74 | 1/ 

1/8 1/44 ||Scarborough wee] 1/104) 1 ye 
1/1 1/6 ||Scunthorpe 1/1 | 1/6 
1/11 |, 1/6$ ||Selby ....... 1/11 | 1/63 
/ 1/94 
Shee /9 


















* Painters 4d. less than other Craftsmen. 
| Tradesman’s Labourers, 1/7}. 


t Plus 2d. per working day. 
Navvies and General Labourers, 1/63. 

§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 

Nore.—Carpénters and Joiners in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Too! Allowance. 

For Buiiding Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 268 


¢ Plasterers 2/14. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS". 


Note ; Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices 
of soft woods are for cash on delivery. At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities, 


BRICKS, &c. 
The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to 
price at works for full lorry loads. 


Sitting’ 
A quotation for cartage should be obtained 


district. 
as the fi haulage question is difficult. 2 a 
8. 
First Hard Stocks ......-0cecees per 1,000 4 5 6 
Second Hard Stocks......:......- A 318 6 
DERE MOON 53. gcactec's saian'se cee + ae 
Single Rough Stocks ............ F. 219 6 
Third Common Stocks .......... » Z 10 0 
King’s ‘oO sites 
ao 3 in W.C. 
2} in. Phorpres Sta District 
A: discount of 6d. 1,000 only per 1,000 per 1,000 
monthly account. s s. d. 
PO sce ic oaak ab ewepaabirs os 51.9 58 3 
ME Fa circa ay cau sdeaueoo en 53 9 6 3 
Ruste one OE ee eee 71 9 78 3 
PAT saves tal Per ataveses <6 71 9 7% 3 
Muha tlie caVeb eae ehh ck « 72 3 78 3 
White: Midhurst Best selected (delivered £s. d. 
KOREGO SO os pc0e i Sis coc omadeacead 510 0 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) . 1012 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) .........- 11 2 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) ...........+ 919 6 
Best Stourbridge e3 sd (London Stns.) :-— 
1 Ea Bee, cove sae 12 0 0 
GLAZED BRICKS. antes Stns.) 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs 36 10 0 
and Salt G D’ble Headers 33 10 0 
Stretcher... ... 28 0 0 Oneside&two ends 37 10 0 
Headers .......1 27 10 0 Twosides&oneend 38 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and 
and 4} in. Flats34 10 0 Squints...... 36 0 0 
Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 


and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 


Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered on site London Area. 


“ PHorRPRES ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. 


4 -¢& s. d, 
5 pet vd. - ae Zs. sup. 3 6 
24° os 211 ~ 310 
er Came concnére .-* 
SUP. .... ” per yd. sup. 
3 eX oreo: aoe gaan is a. 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 
Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super 2 8 
Size 12 x 9 x 2. a 2 11 
Size'12 x 9x 3 a 3 6 
dsiz12x9x4” ,, 3 10 
H Kevep Two Sies. 
I x9 x2. SN gh) oo ie © eartectee ie 
12” x 9” x 24" 211 12°x9" x4", 3 10 


Per yard super. d/d. Free on site, London.” 
_ Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth both 


STONE. 


Batu. STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 

Paddington, G.W.R., or 
.W.R., per See 
Free on rail at Seaton Station. . per ft cube 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R. __,, 
Selected a size one fies id.. per 
cubic ft. | extra, tely 
ae dane Te ae 2d: ‘ger 
cubic ft. extra. 


STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G. Ww. R., and Westbourne Park, 
Pa ‘on, G. W.R. r ft. cube 
ape =< ivered on road waggons as above 

cénneebncglidectames per ft. cub. 
white bas basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 
Nore.—Id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and id. beyond 30 ft. 
Horton-Woop 


FOR. Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks from 10 ft. and over P.ft.cb. 
Det MOG. Sci vice en véscviicersaceve 


Sa’ ur sides 
York STONE, Biue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
OR, cen tig: ian Boren? Se eae eee 
OS RAR ty atts CR Sg ft. super 
6 in. rubbed ¢ two sides/ditto .... 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
pO GPITS SE IPE 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (pa 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto .. 
Harp Y' 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks ...... cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to + adh ‘Gane 
40 ft. super) ...........--08- per ft.super 
6.in. rubbed two sides, ditto 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
3 in. ditto ditto .. “ rs 
2 in. self-faced random flags. per yd. super 
CAST STONE. 
Delivered in London area in full van loa 


ore: Plain, 7s, 6d. Moulded, 8s. 
all section cills and copings, 11s. 
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SAND. PLASTER. 

! 10s. Od. per yd. £s d. és a 
Pit Ballast ........ 9s. 6d. ,, ,, | delivered Coarse, Pink .... 4 0 O Sirapite, Coarse... 4 5 6 
Pit Send ........ 1k Oh gs se or White ..4 7 6 ‘~ Finish .. 413 6 
Washed Sand 13s. Od. ,, ,, pradius foneer ........ 450 

in. Shingle - 10s. 6d. ,, ,, | Paddington. Abo | prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
in. Broken Brick 16s. Od. ei & Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Lime 217 6 
0 se0t¥ a ae Lias Lime .... 3 7 6 ChalkLime ....317 6 
A Granite Chippings 1 15 0 ae 7 agen geet Bhs 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specification. are charged Is. each, and credi 
delivered London Area. rae s. d. * ia if returned in good condition within three 

ton loads and upwards site ........ rton2 9 6 hs, carriage paid. 

1 ton to 6 tons site .............04.0- per. 2 12 6| Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. in 6-ton 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots .......... 2 7 Q| lots at railway depot. 

“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening 
6 ton loads and upwards site .,....... 215 6) Delivered ot Reins mes stations in full truck loads 
AG. AE. SPORES 2 18 6] of not less than 6 tons....... yeyndnis Per 1,000 

Alongside Vauxhall ton cia 4 
Stored in Reserved Bins dat works. 1s. 6d. per fos. Leadon 

ton extra. 

“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue a ail ” 

cement, 30s. per ton extra on ordinary “ 

Circlé”” prices. 

“ Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured Rapid 

Hardening I Portland id hed in 6-ton lots .. 3 19 6 
“ Colorcrete ” not ra iz, according 

to colour, from 71 4 £15 10s. per ton. IN 
“Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement ...... 10 5 0 Average price for prime quality. Foot cube. 
“417” Cement (Ultra Fag Hardening) L] & "4 £34. 

ee En London Area in 6 ton Dry English Welmeens | pees. « 146 0 to 018 0 

ss. a Pee chine salto des perton 3 9 6] Dry Slavonian Billet W: i oe x Se ee ie 

rly act at current prices. . Dry Cuba Mahogany a eh daca 21 Oto 140 
Su — Lemp yt bags extra ...... 319 6 | Square-edged Honduras Mahogany .......... 016 6 

foe. bags will be charged at the rate of 7s. | Log Cut Honduras Mahogany ........ aren 017 6 
nett per a ek sacks charged Is. 9d. nett each and | American Figured Oak ...........ceseese0+ 13 0 
1s. 6d. nett each allowed if returned to works within two SO Fe Oe a en 012 6 
weeks, in good eaten. SO TEED > ns vied pacceencudganua dea 013 0 
Carriage will be ‘oa by makers on returned empty ox Pile TP, Pee Giada oc cacactdcnetacndaednoncuas ¢ rT; ° 

ee Se ee, ae Be Oh eaten cad ein cacesy enese babavetune 
Roman cement $ i0 ° Keene’s Cement, White 7 0 % i ‘ 
Parian Cement 7 Pink 610 0 0 
Cementone a for cement according to tints per cwt. ~ 
from £3 5s. 
SLATES. : 
First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 0 
0 


carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual. 


















® SAVE SITE LABOUR 
SAVE TIMBER 


Pp PROVIDE WORKING 
PEA TEGRM AE R 
FOLLOWING TRADES 


@ SAVE COST 
® SAVE WEICHi 














TRUSCON FLOORS - 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS 


*SW5° 






PHONE: FROBISHER 8141 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 
S.D. Biscocxs, CRUTCH mags FoR IRON. 


45 44/6 eae: doz. 
bore Bip Cocks ps 


31/3 per doz. 
S.D. a — FOR i 





in. Zin. 1i 
/6  44/- 81/6 19 /- mae a 453/- per doz. 
S.D.S. Cocks wiTH TWO UNIONS cy Leap. 
sins Zin. Lin. in. lin, 2in. 
45/-— 77/6 123/- 240/- 37 "on Py per doz. 
Douste Nut og ScREws. 
sin. fin. Lin. Min. 1 . Zin. 
5/6 6/8 if 24/- foey 56/- per doz. 
Heavy CROYDON BALL VALVES. 
sin. 2in. lin. 1 in. PR Fae 
36/- 65/- 98/- pose gp ook /- ‘er doz. 
CAPs roe oy 
id in. 14in. 2 in. 
11/9 14/5 ae 315 bg 6 per doz. 





in. 2 in. sin 34 in. 4in. 
13/6 25/- 46/— per doz. + 
Leap TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING oo. 
146 Ibs. 196 Ibs. 2 2x7 Ibs. 3x7 Ibs. 
5 92/- per doz. 


26/- 34/- 

34/- 41/- 7/ 115/ - per doz. 
SOLDER. —Plumbers’, 1/5 ; Tinmen’s, 1/9. Blow pipe, 
2/- per Ib. 








* The information given on this page has been 

ially compiled for THe BurLper, ‘and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, no. necessarily the highest 
or lowest.- Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembe by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 














to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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» PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 






ROUNDS. Tol pe Sta 


s. d. 
00 in. to ¢ in... 


0 O fin. to 2j in... 
AND FITTINGS. 


ee aceccees ra 
Seoiowies hast eke, 
pedir ccssenbiies, | kat 


yay 
ye ¥ e “1924 pee, 6” 
Light te fs Hig & i 7: 
Heavy weight Aq 44 2 41 2 |e 
y 7 
Galv. hea 31 31 31 aot 4 
of ee kan and tubulars sizes §°/?” inclusive, charged extra 
Fidings. Figs, 25/34 +e} less i eee discount. 
Phe me cash ¢ % month following ne Po of 
Gurtings pale re: a of £10 nett-value and 
w Cr waanen IND GuTTerRs—London Pricesex Works. 
por yd. in 6f. lengthe. Stop 
2 Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
Tabs) canes eorsie 1/53 v/a” 4 
PRU apsccccnagsccs 1/7 
4h ie pleas ais enewae's i" iat s 
, albsbeesopteel ET oa 
0.C. Gurrers. 
DIB pacccvvnee’ 6% 1/103 5d. 
MM cs ascsecsenecs 2/1 
Beers zi ‘A. Es 
OW cetacddarwakoe tae 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe Bends. Branches. 
angles. 
2IBs* chdcvsvevesse ‘ 2/24 1/5 2/2 
ZEIM ceccccccsasocs 2/. 1/8 2/74 
PRR Sass t¥ck coheed 2/ 2/1 3/2 
Tn A ae 3/2; 2/ -3/73 
OU. \ sesschssvocues 3/8 3/1 4/5 
- NETT omg 
‘ongage allowance—4-ton lots, cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
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VARNISHES, &c. a 
. Per lon. 
£ sd. 
Outside 016 0 
Pe 018 0 
oo 100 
‘lp A 28 
~ 160 » 24 7. 
ha 114 0 scomubiea 6 size and substance for squares 
Inside 1.0 0}. Sut from stock. 
100 ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
sn 140 CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT 
° 120 Over 5 ft. super of all Per fy 
5 1 0 0| Rolled plate, j in......... dakestesdas | ececee 
"3 1 1 6| Rough cast double rolled, ff im. ......-+-00e- 
1. 2 6| Rough cast double rolled, 4 im. ...........200- 
ne 1 14 0 | Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white ..,....... x 
aa 1 4. 6| Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted............ 
> 214 64 Rolled Sheet ............5-.sceeesesrsscscres 
Black paket, 3 rail Baas: Copie Sanda sad neaee 
and M: Stain (water) ........ 014 0} . Reeded, bin, thick ...,.........eeceeececee 01 
Brunswick SnatNeee ic Ohnde re nitatic 0 9 6 Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast double 
0 POE iw 
0 s. 4d, 
0 Wire Rolled, 4 in. thick oi enechdsnde tuech benno ja 
0 | Wired Cast, -4 in. thic’ 0 
° - 0 10 
26 
«40 
0 10 
d. 1 6 
He 
0 4 @ 
pipe 0 .2 
Nore.—Countty pec 20/-- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/— per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and Per ft. 
under 5 owt, 2/6 per cwt. ext. Cut to sizes, 4/- per ¢ 
Gia lead 'ex London area, 76 
Ut BER cccvecsee ton y£18 0 0. 20 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 3 . 
Ce ALrry (0.0) AND SeLacrep 3 6 
GLAZING ax S .Q.). 
Foor Super. PB. 1-8 in. x 4 he stae 2 3each nett 
In sizes not exceeding 80 in. Jong or 48 in. wide or | P.B. 2—5Zin. x 5 a x3 pherne 0 ” 
110 united inches. P.B. SiH in x Thin x 3p in svuee 3 0 a 
33 $3. P.B.32—74 in. x 7 in. X 3f in. ...... 3.0 ’ 
18 oz. in 300 ft. cases ... 2 2 Radiused Corner ta sah op ttn 
24 0% ,, 200 ft... BOG, MESS TPR Bi isdn cddvccebnctatscveszesetde 3 Qeach nett 
26 oz. ,, 200ft. ,, 33d. at BR Be bc C0d cred oats qhtins saweeeses , ee 
32 oz. 5, 200ft. S$d. by Medic <c's'ses Sans selbsssugeues ood $625 











BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 
Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeavour 


is made to ensure accuracy, 





Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. 
AU, . adesdvetestcic 3/9 2/7. 3/2 
SEER. Gabccvetipes se 4/5 2/1 3/114 
fe nissvesSeyhotes 104 ath </st 
BPS Sst ety 
OR 6 ch cewine seen 5/34 4/S 6/34 
L.C.C. CoaTep Daan wes ¥ 
Bends. 
3 in. per yd. in 9 fts. Ss 6/3 9/11 
cwt. 9 Ibs. 
4in. ‘1 BD. cscceserescd/it Wl 12/6 
2 Se GF ie - Say 9/7 12/9 19/3 
6in. 2 0 6..... e 11/5 14/8 25/6 
Gaskin, 75/- per ! 
Per ton basis 
in ——, 
Snen-Seeees Crown, Merchant quality 18 7 6 
IRON. On.—Staffordshire Marked Bars ........ 7 6 
Steel ER OO eR S77 hee 19 15 0 
BENG Diaed TIOGGS’ oc occ ticcviecdcsccecgece 21 10 0 
Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
per ton {two-ton lots). 


Oe Ok ete COE ene 





a 17 6 

25 6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a 10 é 

Cut N 3im. andap ......... aid dail ¢ 
a: mas Ts Nett. 

Merat WINDOWS. sizes, suitable for com- 


- including all fittings, painting two coats, 
End ‘delivery to job, average price about 18. 4d. to 1s. 7d. 
per foot super. 








Grade Classification A Al A3 
Craftsmen...... 1/114 1/11 1/104 1/10 
Labourers 1/6 1/53 1/54 1/5 
Aberdeen .......... A | Dumfriesshire ...... A2 a ee od 
AGTEMGD fo 06ctes'a ci A DUE) 5 i600 ot cece A Inverurie ............ Al 
DOME <4... 6:56 ¢8 dene B Dunoon ...+.....+.- A Kincardineshire ...... A2 
Berwickshire ........ A2 a ee eee A inross-shire ........ A 
Bridge of Allan ...... A | East Lothian .....5..A narkshire ........ A 
Broughty Ferry .-.... A Edinburgh .......... A Midlothian nests Sk A 
Clac es feshire ..... oa auet A Monifieth .......... A 
ee Res A Forfarshire ........ A2 Moray and Nairn ..,.B 
Dunblane .......... A Glasgow .......... A (sete gees A 
Dumbartonshire A Greenock .......... A Peeblesshire .......- A2 
Dumfries. ..........- Al Hamilton | .... 02 .<0 A POOR vied poe 5 ose A est 
*This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/84 ; Carpenters, 1/84 ; Slaters, 1/8; ; Plum! 1/9; 


but 1/10 is paid owing to the scarcity at present 


The information given in this table is copyright. . Rates of wages in E: 


but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 








1/8 pi Hanmi 9 
and and Wales are given on page 23% 








<3 = “thy, 


S$ 
» 








PAINTS, &c. 
£.:2%.,& 
Raw Linseed Oil v arenginasd » @F3 35 
ES ea 08 5 
tine ( 

und English White te Lead, per cwt. 310 3 

Gennes White 14 Ib, tins free, 
percwt. 414 0 
Genuine Red Lead, .......+-+--+5 fe 217 0 
Linseed Oil Putty ......-..-4+-- ln {8:3 
Size. XD quality ............ 459 
T ERT RAS 5 P vary 
no cubetients con, be obtsined and “ 

s. 

Snowcem CeMENT PAINT ..... . percw.. 216 90 
C.M.C, PAINT 1..... «© 216 0 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


CARLUKE.—Plans prepared ‘for house 
building at Woodside Nursery, for which 
the architect is John Shirland, 16, 
Market-rd., Carluke. 

CLELAND.—Plans prepared for altera- 
tions and additions at Spindleside Farm, 
for which the architect is Alexander 
Hinchelwood, Coronation-st., Wishaw. 

GLASGOW.—Plans are in the hands of 
the Corporation architects for shops, at 
£7,350.—Plans in hand for public school 
at Drumshot-cres., for which the archi- 
tect is John McNab, 129, Bath-st. 

GREENOCK.—Plans prepared for office 
accommodation, the architect being 
Thomas Somers, Municipal-bldgs., 
George-sq., Glasgow. 


Edinburgh Master Builders’ Association. 

At the annual general meeting of the 
Edinburgh and District Master Builders’ 
Association, the following office-bearers 
were elected for the: ensuing year :—Presi- 
dent, Mr. J. B. Alexander, Junr. Vice- 
presidents : Mr. Ian Mackenzie, Mr. G. L. 
Orchard and Mr. 8. Keppie. 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
NEW. BUILDINGS 


Accrington, — T.C. propose passenger 
*bus shelter at Oswaldtwistle. 
Ashton-in-Makerfield.—U-D.C. _ propose 
day nursery at recreation ground. 
Bangor (Cagenarvonshire) — T.C. pro- 
pose Health Clinic at hospital. ; 
Caernarvonshire.—C.C. purchased site 
in connection with extensions to hospital. 


—Structural alterations, etc., proposed, at 
£1,400, at Glanrafon sage ospital. 
Plans by W. Lloyd Jones (L.), County 


Architect, County-bldgs., Shirehall-st. 

Cheshire. —E.C. approved estimate of 
£8,000 for alterations and repairs to ele- 
mentary school buildings, ete. Plans by 
E. M. Parkes (F.), County Architect, The 
Castle, Chester, - 

Coventry.—T.C. re ose: War time type 
passenger *bus shelters on 15 sites, at 
£1,140; erection of day nurseries; altera- 
tions to premises at Daventry-rd., for day 
nursery. 

Dalton-in-Furness. — U.D.C. approved : 
Dairy for R. Long. . 

Dunston-on-Tyne — Cackeit, Burns 
Dick & McKellar, Ellison-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, are architects for extensions to 
factory. 

Ellesmere Port. — U.D.C. propose day 
nurseries, : 

Enfield. — M.H.-approved scheme for 
building or adaptation of premises at 
Green-st. for war time nursery, at £2,000. 

Golborne. — U.D.C. propose war time 
nurseries, 

Great Harwood.—Lancashire E.C. pro- 
pose youth centre. 

Hinckley. — Board of Managemrent of 
Hinckley and District hospital propose 
erection of additions, at £15,000. 

London.—M.W.B. to spend £1,400 on 
provision of cloakroom and_ lavatory 
accommodation for women at various 
works. 

Loughborough.—T.C. propose repairs to 
houses on Skelthorpe housing estate. 

Maltby. — U.D.C. to erect day nursery 
off Walters-rd. 

Manchester, — T.C. approved: Works 
additions, -Rusholme-Roberts, Wood & 
Elder, architects, 26, King-st.; hotel, 
Graves & Ellerton, architects, 25, Port- 
land-cres., Longsight. 

Middleton. — E.C. propose improve- 
ments to heating system at Elm-st. 
school,,also relaying asphalt flat roofs at 
Durnford-st. schools, at £750. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — City Council to 
aoquire premises at New Bridge-st., for 
enlarging tuberculosis dispensary. Plans 
by R. G. Roberts, City Architect. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Oswald & Son, 
Bradburns-chams. Northumberland-st., 
prepared plans for boiler-house; New- 
castle Model Milk Co., Ltd., Sutton-st., to 
carry out bakery extensions; C.W.S. 
Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., 
prepared plans for coal depot. 

Newport (1. of W.). — T.C. approved: 
Alterations to creameriées for J. Ball & 
Son. 

Northamptonshire. — C€.C. propose day 
nurseries at Corby and Higham Ferrers. 

Norton.—U.D.C. applying for sanction 
to borrow. £2,099- for sewage disposal 
works. 

Oldham.—T.C. propose day nurseries.— 
T.C, to adapt children’s homes ‘at Cold- 
hurst for accommodation for nurses. 

Salford.—E.C. propose additional lava- 
tory accommodation at Pendleton High 
school.E.C, propose repairs to Salford 
Grammar school, at £427.—Application 
being made to M.H. for permission to 
carry out repairs to refuse disposal plant 
and garages at cleansing depot and pro- 
vision of day room.—T.C. propose three 
prefabricated hutments for nurseries, 

Sheffield. — E.C. propose adaptation of 
buildings for accommodation of students 
of School of Arts and Crafts. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C, propose erection 
3 six passenger.’bus shelters on selected 
sites. _- 

Stretford. — T.C: propose repairs to 
dance-hall, at £150-£200.—Day nurseries 
proposed on“ various sites, & eer dis 
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Sunderland.—E.C. to build “ Maycrete ” 
hut adjoining Plains Farm school, at 


Swinton and Pendlebury.—T.C. propose 
additional lavatory accommodation at 
Moorside school. 

Todmorden.—T.C, propose day nursery 
at Riverside. 

West Hartlepool. — Hartlepools Co-op. 
Society propose alterations to premises in 
Middleton-rd. 

. West Riding.—West Riding Mental 
Hospital Board approved expenditure of 
£70,000 for buildings, alterations and 
repairs. 

irksworth, — Derbyshire E.C. propose 
alterations and improvements to Junior 
school. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
AND CANTEENS 


Bacup.—E.C. propose school canteens. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—S. prepared _ 
for kitchen adjoining school, at £378. 

Blackburn. — T.C, propose two addi- 


tional B.R. Z 
Bollington.—U.D.C. to prepare scheme 
for B.R. Plans by C. A. Smith, 8 


Chesterfield. — T.C. approved canteen, 
Boythorpe colliery, for Miners’ Welfare 
Commission. 

Coventry.—E.C. propose central cook- 
ing depot at Exhall.—T.C. to erect B.R. 
on site of Market Hall.—Alterations pro- 
posed to B.R. in Corporation-st., at_ £230. 

Dunstion-on-Tyne, — Cackett, Burns 
Dick and McKellar, “Ellisén-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, are architects for canteen. 

Grassmoor, — Derbyshire E.C, propose 
school canteen. 

Hull.—Watch Committee to erect build- 
ing at Queen’s-gdns., for dining-hall and 
recreation room for police force, at. £700. 

London.—M.W.B., Rosebery-av., E.C., 
to spend £500 on canteen accommodation 
(“‘ Mayerete ” huts) at two stations. 

Macclesfield. — Cheshire E.C. propose 
adaptation of premises in Longacre-st. for 
school canteen. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. W: Taylor, Nor- 
wich Union-bldgs., Westgate-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, architect, for canteen and 
recreation rooms, for A.T.C. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. — T.C. propose 
conversion of Palmerston-st. 
Sunday-schools for B.R. at Wolstanton. 

Ormskirk. — E.C. propose communal 
feeding centre at Burscough. 











IN PEACE: “Big Ben” Tubular 
Steel Scaffolding was acknow- 
ledged to be in the forefront as 
the most economical medium for 
scaffolding purposes. 


IN WAR: The many new uses 
to which “Big Ben” Tubular Steel 
Scaffolding has been adapted 
gives further proof of the effici- 
ency of design and manufacture. 


IN VICTORY: “Big Ben” 
Tubular Steel Scaffolding: will 
assist in the rebuilding of better 
planned and more beautiful cities 
in the heart of the Empire. 














"Phone: Walton-on-Thames 614 cad 615 


THE STEEL SCAFFOLDING Co., Ltd. 


_ 23, GATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY, 
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Radcliffe. — T.C. propose alterations to 
pee in Abden-st, for conversion into 


Rhyl.—U.D.C. propose conversion of 
Market Hall into B.R., at £3,000. Plans 
by T, Lomax, 8. 

Salford.—_Gaas Committee reves can- 
teen, at £3,750. Plans by F. H. Goodwin, 
City Gas E.—E.C. prppose school canteen 
at Bank-la. Mission church. . 

Stockport.—T.C. propose cooking depots 
in various districts, 

Swinton and Pendlebury.—E.C. propose 
school canteens at four schools. 

Taunton.—T.C. propose restaurant and 
kitchen, East Reach. 

West' Riding. — E.C. propose buildings 
on 18 sites for school canteens, at £16,000, 
and extensions to a, kitchens -at 12 
schools, at £4,540. Plans by H. Wormald 
(3.); County ucation Architect, County 
Hall, Wakefield, 

Whittlesey. — U.D.C. propose B.R, 
Plans by A. J. Branton, 8. 

Wrexham.—T.C. propose alterations to 
premises for conversion into B 


TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic informa- 
tion for this feature from architects, sur - 
veyors or contractors. Items should reach 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not 
later than Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found 
under ‘‘ A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 


* Denotes accepted. 
Denotes provisionall; 


othe 


tod 





+ 

+ Denotes ccsasenandal for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. : 

Barnsley.—Dining-room and cloakroom 
at St.: Helen hospital, for C.B. Harold 
Taylor, A.M.I.C.E., B.E. & S.:, *E. Cutts, 
Ltd., 9, Hunters-av., Barnsley, £2,316. 

Bath.—Erection and equipment of three 
B.R., for T.C.:— 

*Contractors : Concrete Hutments, Ltd. 
ue installation: G, Carey & Son, 


td. 

*Gas installation: Bath Gas Co. 

Coventry. — Restoration of spire of 
Christ Church, for Rev. L. E. Waghorn 
and Parochial Council. P. Chatwin (F.), 
York House, 38, Great Charles-st., Bir- 
mingham, architect, and consulting 
architect, Sir Charles Nicholson (F.), 2, 
New-sq., Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.2: *G. 
Swinnerton & Son, 41, Cape-st., Edgbas- 
ton, Birmingham, 18. 


Darlington.—Canteen, Springfield-rd.: 


*W. 8. Hutton, Ltd., Post House Wynd, 
Darlington. 
Durham. — Installation of hot-water 


apparatus for B.R., Cherburn-rd., for City 
Council: *Cairns (Newcastle), Ltd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £110. 

Felixstowe. — Repair work to Spa 
Pavilion, for U.D.C. . A. Sherman, 
architect : *Rogers Bros., Ltd. 

Finsbury.—Adaptation, etc., of pre- 
mises at Lloyd-sq., for war time nursery, 
for B.C.: +H. Mills & Sons, Ltd., 163, 
Migs E.C.1, £847, (Subject to approval 


Garforth.—External painting of 221 
houses, cemetery lodge and small pump- 
ing station, for U.D.C. B. J. Cornelius, 
P.A.S.1., E. & S.: *Bernard Heaton, 2, 
Belle Isle-dr., Wakefield, £1,073. 
_Gloucester.—Replastering and -decora- 
tion of ceilings at Over hospital, for T.C. : 
*8. T. Davies, £336. . 

Hebbirn-on-Tyne.—Alterations and im- 
provements to works: *Bewley & Scott, 
Dunston-on-Tyne. 

gLondon (Air Ministry). — Contracts 
placed to the value of £500 or over for 
i > (naied — 7:— ‘ 

uildin; work: Davis Contractors 
Ltd., Lantos, N.W.6. * 

General maintenance work: G. E, 
Wallis & Sons, Ltd.; Truro; H. Goodsell 
Maidstone; T. H. Nicholls, Walsall; F. Ee 
Thrackray & Co., Ltd.; Huntingdon. ; 

Building work: Staverton Bldrs., Ltd. 
Totnes; Kent & Sussex Cttrs., Ltd., Erith: 
Wee Vaieets & bane, Lid., Deyizes. ° 

uilding and civil engineering work: 
W. & C. french, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill. 


G 
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qlondon (Air  Ministry).—Contracts 
placed to the value of £500 or over for 
week ended March 14. Electrica) work : 
Liverpool Electric ae Co., Ltd., Bootle; 


Duncan = Fear ngrs. , 
Londo eneral maintenance 
work : Bi “ina bres. Leamington; 
Chitham and Co Leicester; Kirk 
and ee Newonstle; ¥ . J. Burnett, 
baste Bristol; ee 3 Arnold, 
h-on- agg "Building work: Bridge 
ite Ltd., London, S.W.2; Token 


Sonsonidtion Co., Ltd., Thatcham; Wm. 
Moss ‘and Sons, Ltd, Loughborough ; 
Parker Construction Co., Ltd., Kingston- 
on-Thames; Thos. Lowe and Sons, Ltd.,, 
London W.6; Y. J. Lovell and Son, Litd., 
Gerrarde Cross; Davis (Contractors), 
Ltd., London, N.W.6; John Willmott and 
Sons (Hitchin), Ltd., Hitchin; Holland 


oe and Cubitts, Ltd., London, 
8.W.1, Air Filtration work: Norris 
Warming’ Co., Ltd., London, W.C.1. 


Building work : Edwin Harris and Sons, 
Cullampton, Devon. 

qlondon (War ODept.). — Contracts: 
pe by War Dept. for ‘week ending 

arc 

Pecbles: ‘shire : Miscellaneous 
Robert Cole & Son, Ltd., Edinburgh. 
- Northumberland: Huttin (erection), 
Gibson Bros., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


work, 








““UNITE FOR RES 


MASTER 
BUILDERS 


ENROL NOW 


FEDERATION OF GREATER 
LONDON MASTER BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP OVER 1,000 
SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0P.a. 


LARGEST ORGANISATION OF ITS KIND 


write on ‘puome: SECRETARY, 
23, COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET. N.1. 
Cam 2041/2 
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Notts: Steelwork, George Sands & Son, 
Ltd., Colwick, Notting ham. 

Northamptonshire : Miscellaneous 
work, Bosworth & Wakeford, Lid., 
Daventry. 

Shropshire : Miscellaneous work, 
_Fletcher ~Estates (Harlescott), Litd., 
“Shrewsbury. 


Carmarthenshire: Miscellaneous work, 
Bennett Bros. .(Ctrs.), Ltd., Swansea. 


Oxfordshire : Miscellaneous work, 
Walkers a Ltd., Croydon. 
Bucks: Miscellaneous work, Y. J. 


Lovell & Son, Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 

Herts : Hutting’ (supply and ereetion), 
The Parker Construction Co., Ltd., 
Kingston-on-Thames. 

Essex: Miscellaneous work, 
Bros., Ltd., Rochford, Essex. 

Glamor anshire : Hutting (erection), 
T. B. Williams, Ltd., pa Middx. 

Hampshire : Miscell aneous work, J. 
Chuter, Farnborough, Hants. 

Wilts: Hutting (erection), F. & A. 
Lucas, mrareageg’ 

Co. ‘Antrim iscellaneous work, Done- 
gall Building Works, Belfast. 

Co. Antrim: Electrical work, Wm. 
Coates & Sons, Belfast. 

Co. Tyrone: Hutting (erection), Jos. 
McKeown, Cookstown, Co. Tyrone. 

Co, Down: Miscellaneous work, James 
Smyth & Sons, Newtownards, Co. Down; 
R. -D. Pollock & Co., Ltd., Bangor, Co. 
Down. 

Loughborough.—Erection of prefabri- 


Cripps 


. cated buildings of concrete and timber, 


construction of foundations, partitions, 
a NE germ work, fencing, etc., 
for T. Granger, B.S8.: *T. Barker & 
Sons, Sa, Swan-st., Loughborough. 

Nunhead.—For - redecoration and_re- 
pairs at 68, Linden-grove, for M.W.B.: 
*D. J. Conner & Sons, £159. 

Rothbury.—Installation of domestic hot- 
water apparatus at Rothbury hostel and 
Alnham hosted, for R.D.C.: *Cairns 
(Newcastle), Lid., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£149. (Revised tender.) 

Salford. — Works for T.C.: Repairs to 
aa Chapel-st.: *David' Walton & 
Co Clarendon- rd., Pendleton, Sal- 
ford, £373, and £109 for new windows and 
frames if found necessary. 











HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 


LE MAKERS OF 
* wrRiGHi's I IMPROVED ANDALSO 
SHORLAND'S ooh. WARM AIR 
VENTIL ERNS. 


PROMS 22 A. 


GEO. ACE a 
19 NEWMAN ST. OXFORD ST. LONDON.W.! 











Patent 


Boyle’s -ai-rump Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & 
Ventilating Engineers, 

AY., E. CHOYDOM, SURREY. 


SON, 
y Address: 34 MORLAND 
Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
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Wandsworth. — Repairs to small 
Assembly Hall for B.C. *J. Garrett & 
Sons, Ltd. 


Wolverhampton.—Bracin ing and strength- 
ening of three ‘‘ Maycrete”’ huts, Marsh- 
la., », Playing: folds, for T.C.: *E. G, Lester, 
, my (Subject to approval of 

ae” 








oC RING 


PARQUET 
SOLID rac HARDWOOD 
PANELLING 


Shevens: eat 






POINT 
PLEASANT PUTNEY 
LONDON Adams 561 
Sw is 16 lines, 








Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 


Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 





For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co, 


731-761,HARROW RD.,N.W.10. 
Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines), 

















BUILDING AND 


also at 





TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 


SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 


"Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines).. "Grams: “‘Taywood, Southall.” 
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